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Bl FOREWORD
o

s MONG the many aspects of the Christian missionary enter=-
) prise of the last seventy-five years one of the most im-
‘portant has been the effort to bring to the countries served
the advantages of higher education along Western lines to-
gether with the bearing of a clear Christian witness therein.
In no country have these developments been more conspicuous
than in China, where educational enterprises, begun in the
early nineteenth century, flowered in the twentieth in some
thirteen colleges and universities under Protestant auspices
and largely supported by contributions from Great Britain,
Canada and the United States, Now that Communist confis-
cation has laid its heavy and destructive hand upon the col-
leges, we become aware of the significant span of Chinese
national history which the life of the colleges covered and of
the events within and without their walls which have affected
their policies, their work, and their success.

Because there is now an interruption in their service —
which we pray God may only be temporary — it has seemed
the part of wisdom to record the history of each of these in-
stitutions that the fruits of their experience may be garnered
while those who know their work intimately are able to put
down thestory, Itcan well be imagined that discerning minds
serving other institutions in other lands may find here that
which may contribute guidance and strength to their cause.

It is with this object in view that the United Board for
Christian Colleges in China has authorizedthe series of mono-
graphs of which this is one. A great debt is to the
writers of each one and to those who have assisted them. .

Eric M. North
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INTRODUCTION

NTHE YEARS immediately after the First World War, there
wag a growing tendencytoward more co-operation and united

" effort by many of the missionary societies working in China.

This was the era when the National Christian Council of China
was being organized with its various committees, In 1921 a
China Education Commission, sponsored by mission boards
in North America and Great Britair, made a survey of the
work in education of all grades conducted by the missions and
issued a comprehensive report on the situation prevailing at
that time, with specific recommendations for the future. The
survey Commission was under the chairmanShip’ of Ernest D.
Burton, Vice-President of the University of Chicago, and
hence its report is known as the "Burton Report.' This doc-
ument, especially in relation to higher education, was well
characterized thus: '"The report of the China Education Com-
mission has laid before the missionary societies and the
Christian public of China a new conception of their relation to
education in China. For institutions founded without any re-
lation to other institutions they would substitute a well con-
sidered scheme of education for the whole of the vast territory,
that without any great changes in income, the societies may
improve the grade of work done and spread it out to meet the
maximum needs of the Christian Church,"?

The Commission's recommendations for Central China,
embracing Hupeh, Hunan, and eventually Honan and Kiangsi,
were as follows:

"The Commissionhas been impressed by the exceptional
opportunity for erecting a great Christian university in the
heart of China. This area includes the 'Wu Han' cities —
Wuchang a viceregal capital and seat of literary culture under
the old regime, birthplace of the Republic and of China's
modern ‘educational development; Hankow, destined to be the
greatest commercial and industrial centre of inland China;

xii
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Hanyang, an ancient town’in which huge and up-to-date iron
works have now been located. This group of cities is on the
Yangtse River, and has railway lines built or projected from
Peking to Canton and from Shanghai to the western frontier.
Changsha, to the south, is famous for its scholarly traditions,
and is the capital of a province whose people are among the
richest and most intelligent in China, The nature territory
of a university in this area is vast and it would be accessible
to students from a distance in all directions. These geographi-
cal advantages are accentuated by the potentialitieg which
would be realized in the educational work already established
in this area if this were concentrated in a single enterprise.
Yale University has reproduced its own finest traditions in a
college in Changsha; British missions havelaid strong founda-
tions in their Wu Han schools, which, reinforced by an English
University mission, might, if combined with Yale, result in
an Anglo-American institution, able to contribute the best
scholastic ideals of the two countries blended and adapted to
Chinese needs. If the University of Upsala saw fit to include
its proposed educational mission, it would enrich the inter-
national project with athirdand valuable element. Boone Uni-
versity already has a splendid record of achievement, A uni-
versity thus broadly planned, bearing the names of honored
western seats of learning, supported by all the missions of
the area, ought to attract the favorable attention of the people
in the nations represented and of the Chinese, in a section of
increasing wealth and unusual readiness to cooperate. The
vision of what such an institution could become stirs the ima=-
gination, In contrast with the present policy, the financial
gains, the spiritual significance, and the more lasting service
to the Chinese people are obvious.
"Instead of suggesting in detail a process by which the
University might come into existence, the Commission prefers

xiii
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INTRODUCTION

to recordcertain broad but clear convictions in the confidence
that those immediately concerned will themselves determine
which course is best.

"In general the plan which most commends itself is the
following:

"a. At least the senior college work should be con-
ducted under one faculty, This might be done at one place or
two, but our judgment favors it being done at one, and we be-
lieve that if at one place this should be Wuchang. With the
senior college (whether at one place or two) there should of
course be associated a junior college,

"b. All the missionary societies and university mis-
sions should combine in the maintenance of the University.

"¢, All existing institutions should relate themselves
to it.

"d, In order to put the plan into effect without delay,
one of the schools might accommodate the university in its
present plant.

"e. The existing schools should not begin any new con-
struction that would be preJudimal totheunionenterprise, but
should make its earliest realization their controlling thought.

"f, Buildings might be erected and maintained by the
different schools on theunlversity campus, retaining the names
of the schools and serving residential purposes.

"g. Special emphasis should be placed on courses in
theology conducted by different churches but having much in
common,

""h. Allthe other plants should be used for middle schools.

"i, Inputting into effect the above suggestions, the fol-
lowing initial steps should be taken:

(1) A conference of representatives of the several in-
stitutions and controlling missions should be held and an agree-
ment reached as to the end to be achieved andthe process for

xiv
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INTRODUCTION

achieving it.

(2) A senate or council should be formed which, with
the consent of the governing bodies but without incorporation
or legal control, shall recommend the financial and property
adjustments, advise as to the most effective distribution of
available teachers and the extent and type of work each con-
stituent element should undertake, and determine in general
the final basis of organization,

(8) The legal papers should be drawn out and the con-
sent of the several governing bodies secured to the contract
that will make the university a legal entity."® '

This was the challenge presented to the missionsin Central
China which were carrying on educational work at that time.
This book is a brief history of the response made by the mis-"
sions and the Chinese Church to this challenge,







it 'gsARLY MISSION EDUGA FION IN CENTRAL CHINA

W, &7

oA | liE CENTRAL CHINA REGION is considered to be the

f:fg?l\.'l'movinces of Hupeh, Hunan, Kiangsi, southern Honan

} d western Anhui., Inthe main it is the valley of the
1. ¥dhgtze River from the point inthe West where the river
leaves the gorges above Ichang to where it cuts through the
hills of western Anhui and enters the east China plain. The
watershed between the Yangtze and the rivers of South China
form its southern boundary, and on the north its limits extend
to the Yellow River, though many people say that Central
China ends when one crosses the mountains between the valley
of the Yangtze and the valley of the Yellow and Huai Rivers.
This region has long had excellent means of travel both along
the main stream and along its many tributaries. Excepj. fg,r 0
Honan the region is rice-growing, with many of the ﬁalleys i
able to produce two crops of rice in a season pffavqrable_. :
rains. Rice, winter wheat, beans, cotton, tea, the. oil of t the:; :
t'ung tree, and ramie from which grass linen, is'mader are"
among its large agricultural products. There are large de-
posits of coal in various places, and one of the largest de-
posits of iron ore in China is located at Tayeh, some sixty
miles east of Wuhan,

THE WUHAN CITIES
TN
THE WUHAN CENTER, consisting of Wuchang, Hahsdy ' and
Hanyang, had long been the political, cultural, hntd{egonon m}-‘*
center of this region. The ancient walled city of uchang on 4.5
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HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

¥ 'htl}g ’G?th bank of the river had beenthe residence of the Vice-
Hroy of Hukwang (the provinces of Hupeh and Hunan) for cen-
turies. 'The examination halls for the two provinces were lo-
cated there. The Revolution of 1911 started in Wuchang, and
gsome of the heavier fighting of that war took place in and a- .
round Wuhan as the forces of the Empire drove south to crush
the Revolution. After the Revolution Wuchang remained the
capital of the province of Hupeh and was becoming a large edu-
cational center as both mission and government schools and
colleges continued to develop there.

Hankow on the north bank of the Yangtze under the Empire
had been merely a trading center at the mouth of the Han River,
which is one of thelongestandlargest tributaries of the Yang-
tze. In its early days Hankow was fro,qggntly ﬂooded dur‘ing
the high-water season in the summer. lﬂt diqﬁot have even. a
complete wall around it, and up to th *arrival of the Western
trader the city was looked down uponsby*&ducated and political
people.

The third city, Hanyang, was located. _Qn_@__,nggpgula be-
tween the Han and Yangtze Rivers and ha.a[men a hsien’ &:oun-
ty) city with an old crumbling wall around it. Shortly before
the founding of Huachunga large iron andsteel works ‘had ' been
constructed on the outskirts of Hanyang to use the ore from
Tayeh and the coal which could be brought down by water tpa,;u;,— i
port from Hunan.

There was through rail service from Hankow ,,,Rekin&. V«
and this north-south trunk line, which eventually re ched Qan-'
ton, atthigtime extended from Wucl;ang south intp Hunan,,gpme'
fifty mijes'k beyond Changsha, the capitgl: of Hunan. Rijgch, - fer-.
tile . Hupan was probably the wea.lthipst and most. prosperoug“ ,
province‘ “in the region. It had 'a long tradition %of’ furnishing .
leaders, for e nation, ranging from Tseng Kuo-fan, thé vice-
roy who todk the lead in suppressing the Taiping rebelliona

34/



EARLY MISSION EDUCATION IN CENTRAL CHINA 7

century ago, to Mao Tse-tung, long time head of the Chinese
Communist party. Eastward was the province of Kiangsi which
still tended to look more to East China for its leadership and
trade. On the north was the portion of Honan south of the Yel-
low River which in many ways was more northern than it was
like the Yangtze Valley.

} N EARLY MISSIONS IN CENTRAL CHINA
t Y‘x

.‘-'

‘ 'I,‘,WAS in this Central China region with its population of
] are than a hundred million people that the Chinese Christian
L Chychwas tolook to Huachung to train its leaders in the ris-
ing generation F A T
Protestant missionaries followed closely behind _f,hif busi-v g
ness men as the latter pushed up the Yangtze Valley'dn the’
early 1860's. The missionaries soon started work in the vari-3 -
ous riverports and pushed inland along some of" “the tributaries *
of the Yangtze. They were, however, unable to enter Hunan
at that time as the province still held to its ancient ways. It
was onlytoward the close of the century that missionaries en-
tered Hunan from the south, Afterthe Boxer year (1900) Hunan
was opened for foreign residents. During this period the city
of Hankow began the development which was to make it the
largest of the three Wuhan cities as more and more business
centered there,
The various missions earl A sta,):tedfschool work in the more
populated centers. By 192X q‘gj;e'ﬁsive system of education

&
had been developed. Many - ‘of ‘the churches had a primary__' E
school connected with them,* Thenmiddle schools grew out:of = *
these first schools in many instances, until in 1921 there were
thirty-three Christian middle-, qchoo,ls in the three provinoces::~
of Kiangsi, Hupeh, and’ H +Many.of these were junior
middle schools which fed&l:?mmuamm;o the larger schools
d‘;m i n.«u:a .J.\v

344
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g\ ‘ingluded a senior division. In some cases these senior

" :,’ny,dg}e,pchools had begun more advanced studies, and by this
""" time there were two institutions offering full-scale college
work: Boone University in Wuchang and Yale-in-China in Chang-
sha. Some of the other middle schools had plans for future
college work that they were already carrying out on a limited
scale. ACentral China Christian Educational Association had
been organized which put its main efforts on the primary and
middle schools. The middle-school committee of the Associa~
tion drafted a uniform curriculum for its member schools and
was setting uniform entrance examinatiops +'The primary
schools were usually organized g} J}xission.

The Central China Union Norma) 100l had been organized
as a joint enterprise of the Englgsh Methodist Mission, the
London -Missionary Society, tt}he American Episcopal Mission,
and the Presbyterian M.i)ps%qnm trg,inteachers for the various
mission primary schools,t Its: admission standards were low,
but it did a good job ojx 1ts)wampus outside the east wall of
Wuchang.

The Christian middle schools in Kiangsi were mostly con-
ducted by the American Methodist Mission. Since that mis-
sion had commitments with the University of Nanking, there
was little hope that the Methodist Mission would help with the
setting-up of Huachung.

The Presbyterian Mission had developed a strong girls'
school in Changsha and a boys' school in Siangtan, but there
again this missionwas committed tothe colleges in East China
and could not be counted upon to help Huachung.

The Lutheran Church had its own schools and a small col-
lege atIyang in Hunan. Observers from the Lutheran missions
were at some of the early planning meetings for Huachung,
but there were many difficulties which would not permit of an ‘
active participation from that source at that time.
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This meant that the task of setting-up and supporting the
proposed Central China University (or '"Huachung" to use its
Chinese title) would have to be carried on by five missions
which had strong educational work in the provinces of Hunan
and Hupeh~at t time. These five were-the English Metho- |,
dist ;Y 4 e,fohdomMiss}onary Society; the China Mis-
sionrrgftye : rmed Chur'bh in'the United States; Yale-in-
China;.. ang the " Hankow: Missgpnary District of the Protestant

g Episcopal Church. inithe, JJnited Stg es.
WESLEY COLLEGE

LEY COLLEGE, founded by the English Methodist
sion late in the nineteenth century, was conducted for
r of years incramped quarters in downtown Wuchang.
'l?hen the mission disposed of this city property and acquired
a much larger tract of land outside the east gate of Wuchang
M} g,ugon which it built up a school with high standards for several
' i svhlmdred boys. While the school was called a 'college," the
terp was used in the English sense, and only a very few stu-
.. il'dent8 had received training beyond the middle school level.
Up to this time there had always been something of a question
in the minds of the leaders of this mission, as there was in
the case of the other British mission, whether to set up full
university training in Central China or to prepare their stu-
dents for the University of Hongkong. In addition to Wesley
College, this mission had a number of junior and senior mid-

dle schools in both Hupeh and Hunan,

5
b

GRIFFITH JOHN SCHOOL

THE GRIFFITH JOHNSCHOOL had beendeveloped by the Lon-
don Missionary Society on the outskirts of Hankow. The Rev.
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A. J. MacFarlane was the first principal when the school was
founded in 1899 in downtown Hankow., Ten years later its
principal buildings were erected on a site Just outside the city
as a celebration of Dr. Griffith John's Jubilee. While at times
it was called a ""college, " it had never carried work above the
middle school level except for one year. It was doing excel -
lent work and had sent a number of its graduates to The Uni-
versity of Hongkong,

LAKESIDE COLLEGE - HUPIH\G" Ay
A AT

"\ A"HE REFORMED CHURCH in the United StatesY eg¥ly in the
3| ¥ twentieth century had started extensive work.in the prove

7% nce! of Hunan. One of their main centers was in Yochow at

sthe.mouth of the T'ungt'ing Lake. There outsidetHelcity on
the shores of the lake they organized Lakeside College? (or
Huping), which by 1921 was developing beyongdy.the mjgdle
8chool level into an institution of college grade. ' '

YALE-IN-CHINA

AT THAT TIME the mission institution of college or univer-
sity level which had advanced the furthest in this region was
Yale-in-China at Changsha. From the first, Yale-in-China
had been planned as an educational institution, and not as a
corollary to the other work of a mission, The Yale Mission
had been started by a group of earnest Christian students at
Yale University shortly before 1900, This group organized
formally on June 2, 1902. Less than a year later they re-
ceived an invitation from a conference of Protestant mission-
aries in Changsha which read as follows:

"Resolved that this conference extend a cordial in-

vitation to the Yale University Mission to establish
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an educational center * Bha, It recommended
that the societies workiiig in'mu,an. egtryst the higher
education in the proyincein*se!ence‘%arig and medi-
cine to this Mission.'s ."lf\ '
The Yale Mission accepted’ th.ls offer«With this declaration ,-
of purpose:

"1) To furnish a company rof-. mgspdonaries who are
strongly and sincerely,Chr tié,n .88 well as men
technically fitted for e&cqt Qphl work:

'"2) To assist China in her great need by raising up
through such an institution & body of native stu-
dents acquainted with the truth and accepting the
spirit of Christianity; by training these men as
effectively as possible inscientific and advanced
studies to become leaders in their own country;
and by reproducing in the Far East the whole-
some moral and social influences of an Ameri-
can college community;

"3) To cooperate with the missionaries of other so-
cieties inunifying and making effective the Chris-
tian schools of ‘tﬂ e province so that they may be
of the highest s ice to the church and may be-
come an ohj,ectr onitg the government schools
of the count "Ktﬁ i

The Yale Mission planned on an institution of higher learn-
ing with the eventual de\?/elopment of medical education. At
that time there were few Chinese students ready for college
education. The old classical system of Chinese education was
crumbling, andtherewas a gradual turningtoward a new sys-
tem which would not be fully set up for a number of years.
Thus, because it was necessary for Yale-in-China, known in
Chinese as Yali, to start training at a lower level, it opened
a school of high school grade in Changsha on November 16,
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1906, with twenty-two students. Dr. E. H. Hume opened a
temporary hospital in 1908. ’

The work of Yali grew rapidly and made for itself many
friends in Changsha, friends who helped protect the work and
buildings during the 1910 riots in that city. The year of the -
Revolution, 1911, saw Yali as the only school to continue in
session all throughthe winter. The first class»of: threq mem- .

bers was graduated ‘fromthe high school in the folIowipg year.
Following a _tentative’ agreement made with the Qg\rernmem.-.~ e

of Hunan for medical training in 1912, premedical work:and

nurses' training'were started in 1913. The tentative agree—‘a""' i

ment for medical education with the Provincial Government
was made permanent in 1914 and continued in Hunan. In 1916
the first class of eight men was graduated from the College
of Arts and Sciences, two of whom were to play a prominent
part in the story of Huachung. One, Dr. Hwang P'u, who
taught at Yali Middle School for a number of years and for a
brief period served as principal of Yali Middle School, filled
the post of Dean of the §ch001 of* Education of Huachung Uni-
versity for nearly twenty years.. The other, Mr. C. C. Lao,
who taught mathematics at Yﬂe Middle School for many years
and was principal of the School’ after Dr. Hwang, served as a
most efficient and helpfu.l mémber of the Board of Directors
of Huachung University for many years.

Yale-in-China, starting out in cramped quarters in the city
of Changsha, purchased a largetract ofland outside the north
gate of the city. By the time of the Burton Report (1921), its
physical plant consisted of buildings for the school and college
and a number of faculty residences on one side of a main street
with the hospital and medical school on a campus opposite that
of the college and middle school. This was the most modern
and suitable group of buildings for university purposes in the
Central China region at that time.
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BOONE UNIVERSITY

N THE CITY of Wuchang was Boone University, founded and
supported by the American Episcopal Mission. Itwas started
in 1871 as a boys' boarding school and named for William
Jones Boone, the first Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in China. The first class of six boys had to be sub-
sidized in order to persuade their parents to allow them to
enter the school. The practice of paying the boys or their
families was soon found to be unnecessary, but everything
was provided for the students with the result that many resi-
dents in the city looked upon the boys enrolled in the school
as little better than beggars — an unfortunate reputation of
have in the literary capital of Hukwang, especially as this
small struggling school was only a little more than a mile
fromthe examinationhalls for all candidates from that region.
Then in 1885 there came to Wuchang the first of the two
men who in the space of thirty years were to develop Boone
from a small struggling enterprise into one of the leading edu-
cational institutions of Central China, The Rev. Sidney C.
Partridge in the next fourteen years undertook to build up
Boone totrain men for the clergy and to be leaders of the
Church., The Bishops and Board of Missions had long realized
that if the Church was to have Christian leaders, there must
be good schools with a college or university at the head of the
system. Boone was the attempt to do for the middle Yangtze
Valley what St. John's University was already doing in East
China. Inthe fourteenyears Mr., Partridge was head of Boone
School the course of instruction was enlarged, the enrollment
increased fromthirty to over one hundred, and three sides of
what later was known as 'the quadrangle'" of Boone School
were built. In 1899 Mr, Partridge was elected Bishop of
Kyoto in Japan and left Wuchang, but he left behind him a foun-
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dation upon which his successor was tzft,:build Boone Univer-
sity. Many of the men whom he hadhelped train became lead-
ers in the Church. _ '

Two years later, in 1901, the Reverend James Jackson
began his fifteen-year administration of the Boone School,
which at that time had an enrollment of a hundred boys. Dur-
ing his presidency, the school developed into Boone Univer-
sity, made up of a middle school of more than three hundred
boys, and a collegiate department of fifty men, Dr. Jackson
was an Englishman who, carrying out the best traditions of
the English public schools, endeavored to engraft these tradi-
tions on Boone., He soon initiated college work on a limited
scale, with the first class finishing the college work in 1906.
He carried through the long negotiations to secure for Boone
University a charter from the Regents of the University of the
_ State.of. New York, so that Boone would be able to grant de-
grees, the first of which was given in January, 1911, It was
during this period that the Boone Compound was enlarged to
about twenty acres, and most of the buildings for the middle
school, the college, along withsome residences, were erected.
Also arrangements were made for other mission institutions
which had been housed in Boone Compound to move to new
quarters in other places in Wuchang.

Theological education was stressed andwas at first carried
on as a part of theregular college course. As standards were
gradually raised, astudentwas not expected to finish his theo-
logical work until at least a year after his graduation from
college. In the years from 1910 to 1926 a considerable num-
ber of well-trained menwere graduated from Boone who were
to take their places as clergymen up and down the Yangtze
River,

Dr. Jackson's successor as President of Boone University
was Rev. Alfred A. Gilman, who further nurtured the growth
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of Boone University until its enrollment was one hundred in
the college and nearly four hundred in theschool. He became
the first President of Huachung University, then the Suffragan
Bishop of Hankow in 1925, and he succeeded Bishop Roots as
Bishop of Hankow in 1937, serving in China till his retire-
ment in 1948, He early caught the vision of the opportunity
which would be open to a university which would be supported
by all the missions in Central China. He was one of those
who worked hardest during the period.of preparation for the
first Huachung (1922-1924) and during the dark period of 1927-
1929 he never lost sight of the fact that there ought to be a
Huachung. Bishop Gilman served as a member of the Board
of Directors of Huachung as long as he remained in China.

At the same time there was a young man of great promise
whohad become increasingly prominent in the affairs of Boone
University, who was nearly ready for the task of shaping a
college in Central China., This man, Francis C.M. Weli, the
son of a Cantonese tea merchant in Hankow, had been sent.
across the river from Hankow to Boone School early in K
century because his father felt that at Boone he would receive
as good an education as could be obtained in Wuhan at that
period. At the same time his family warned him that he was
not to become a Christian or be influenced by Christian teach-
ings. Francis Wei made a brilliant scholastic record in both
middle school and college and received his degree asa mem-
ber ofthe first graduating class of Boone University in January
1911. In hisgraduation he had fulfilled one wish of his father,
but he had also studied Christianity at Boone and had become
a Christian,

For the next few years Mr. Wei taught mathematics and
Chinese at Boone University. Hethenspenttwoyears in Cam-
bridge, Mass. at the Episcopal Theological School and at Har-
vard, receiving his master's degree in 1918, Upon his re-
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turn to Boone University, he put special emphasis upon the
teaching of Chinese at the collegelevel, and at the same time
began his long career of teaching philosophy and logic, sub-
Jects he continued to teach right through the busiast days of
his presidency of Huachung.

AN EARLIER UNION PROJECT

'I'HE FIRST PROJECT for a union Christian university in
8 Wuhan had been planned in the first decade of this century
when the Rev. Arnold Foster of the London Missionary Society
and Dr. Jackson of Boone University drew up a plan for a
Wuhan university, to be backed by the English universities,
Oxford and Cambridge, and - it was hoped - to be supported
in a large measure by British Boxer Indemnity Funds. A
committee in England, organized to pushthis plan, was headed
by Lord William Gascoyne-Cecil. Two men came out from
England to be on the staff of the proposed Wuhan university.
With the collapse of the scheme, one of these men, Mr, Stanley
V. Boxer, joined the staff of Griffith John School until 1925,
and thentaught at the University of Hongkong. The other teach-
er, theRev. Edward Walker joined the staff of Boone Univer-
sity, teaching in the Divinity School for one term of service.
Further, atthe Lambeth Conference of 1908, a sum o f
money was set aside for the development of this proposed
Wuhan university, and eventually it was turned over to the
American Episcopal Mission for the development of college
work, A portion of the money was used in the purchase of a
large piece of land toform the southwest area of Boone Com-
pound, asection for years known as the "Lambeth property."
The remainder of the grant was to be of great assistance later
in the construction of residences and the renovation of build-
ings at the college end of Boone Compound for Huachung.
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presented to all of the missions in Central China and

‘studied carefully by them., The missions which were
interested inhigher education were invited to send representa-
tives to a meeting to be held in the residence of Bishop Roots
in Hankow on February 8 and 9, 1922. The meeting was to
discuss the Burton Report and to consider further what could
be done toward implementing its recommendations for the
Central China region. At this meeting, the American Episco-
pal Mission, the Mission ofthe Reformed Church in the United
States, the Wesleyan Methodist Mission, the London Mis-
sionary Society, the United Evangelical Mission, and the Yale
Mission were represented. The proposed college ofthe Swed-
ish Mission was represented by a delegate who was under in-
struction nottoparticipate inthe voting because the Lutherans
were not as yet prepared to join in such a movement. There
were also the following representatives of the China Educa-
tion Commissionpresent at the meeting: President J. L. Stuart
of Yenching University, the Rev. Dr. E.W. Wallace of West
China Union University, and Dr. Frank D. Gamewell, Sec-
retary of the China Christian Educational Association.

After a prolonged discussion of the report and the part
which each mission was playing in the field of higher educa~
tion at that time, plus the contribution each mission thought
it might be able to give to a united effort,

"the conference came to the unanimous decision that
an attempt should be made to organize a Central

THE REPORT of the China Education Commission was
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China University possibly in Wuchang as recom-
mended. The difficulties were not minimized, but
it was believed that if the principle was correct the
way could be found to overcome the very obvious
difficulties. Two committees were appointed to con-
sider the scope and organization of the projected
university with instructions to.report at a meeting
on April 24th, At the same time the missions were
asked to continue this group or elect others who
should represent them on a temporary council to
organize the university.' * ;

At this first meeting there was full evidence of the desire
of everyone present to do his best to forward the cause of
creating a first-class Christian university. It was pointed
out that to a certain extent the two leading Christian institu-
tions in the region, Yale-in-China and Boone University, com-
plemented each other, Yale-in-China had developed a strong
college with outstanding work in science. Yale had further
received grants from the China Medical Board of the Rocke-
feller Foundation and from the Commonwealth Foundation to
further its work in the field of medical education. On the
other hand, Boone University had a very inadequate science
department and was building its reputation on the Church
leaders who were coming from its. Divinity School, on the
graduates trained in library work (these were the first to be
trained in all of China in modern library methods), on the
graduates who were going into business, and on the young men
who were going out to teach in the middle schools. The other
missions represented at the meeting had strong middle schools
andwere interested inbuilding up a strong univers ity at which
the graduates of those schools could obtaina higher education
in their own section of China.

At the sametime the difficulties in the way of establishing
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a stronguniversity in Central China were recognized and dis-
cussed. The difficulties were inherent in the fact that it was
an attempt to bring together five separate organizations, three
of them with American backgrounds and two with British, into
one university which would best serve the Chinese people.
The various home boards with their fears and anxieties were
much slowerto see the need for a united effort than were their
leaders onthe field. Some members ofthe staffs of the various
institutions were reluctant for the merger. Last but not least
of the difficulties was the very considerable opposition by a
large number of the alumni of the various institutions who
were afraid that the traditions and identity of the original col-
leges would be lost. Seven years were to pass and a major
political change had to come to Central China beforethe vision
kindled in the minds of the leaders at this first meeting could
be carried out. Some of the difficulties, which were all too
obvious to many at this early stage, were to hinder the full
development of Huachung right to the outbreak of the Sino-
Japanese War in 1937, In fact, there were to be some over-
tones of them as late as the post-war period.

by

THE QUESTION OF SITE

LT 5
Sy e

'HE QUESTION of the site of the proposed university took
- Bup'a considerable portion of the time at that first meeting,
and came up at every meeting of the organizing committee and
later at meetings of the Board of Directors of Huachung for
a number of years. Huachungdidnot have the relatively sim-
ple question of site, such as had been faced by Yenching, Nan-
king, Ginling or the universities in East China and South China.
Each of these latter universities at least knew the city in
which it was to carry on; though some of them were in the
process of building up new campuses, still each one was re-
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maining within the same metropolitan area as before.

Huachung was faced with the question of whether it would
finally locate in the Wuhan area or in Changsha, The two
strongest colleges in the proposed union were located more
than two hundred miles apart, and there were plenty of advo-
cates and many good reasons for choosing one city over the
other. There were plenty of people connected with either Yale-
in-China or with Boone who were not eager to move to the
campus of the other. Further, whether Boone University cam-
pus was chosen or that of Yale-in-China, the campus selected
would have to provide other facilities for the activities which
had been going on on that campus previous to the setting-up of
the newly-organized and expanding university — in either case
(Boone or Yale-in-China) a large and flourishing middle school
of many years standing. Neither plant would be adequate to
house an expanding university and still care for amiddle school
of several hundred boys. The idea was expressed that with a
strong committee well organized and with a proper appeal, it
might be possible todevelop a new campus for university work.

Yale, with its newer plant built expressly for college work,
presented that asset as a good argument for locating in Chang-
sha, Further, because of the agreement between Yale-in-
China and the Hunan Provincial Government, Yale-in-China
would feel it necessary to continue its medical education in
Changsha, no matter where the college work was located.
Moreover, Yale-in-China was located outside the city of Chang-
sha, and if the decision were made for Changsha, it would be
possible to purchase additional land comparatively cheaply.
The advocates for Changsha alsopresentedthe ideathat Chang-
sha would be as central alocation if only Hunan and the south-
ern portion of Hupeh were to be considered.

Boone University buildings were older and many of them
had been adapted for school and college work after being used




-

L S

THE YEARS OF PREPARATION, 1922-1924 21

for other purposes. Since Boone campus was located inside
the city of Wuchang and comprised little more than twenty
acres, the chances for its expansion were very limited and
would probably be expensive,

Another consideration, however, was that the region east
of Wuhan along the Yangtze River, extending into Kiangsi and
Anhui, had strong middle schools, many of whose graduates
had been coming to college in Wuhan, It was hoped that even-
tual support would come from the missions in that area for
the proposed university. Also, if the hope that the Lutherans
would sooner or later join the university were fulfilled, stu-
dents might be coming to Huachung from Southern Honan.

Weighing all the factors, the general opinion at this first
meeting was that the proposed Central China University should
be established in the Wuhan center, with the idea that if the
university should develop strongly enough it might be possible
tohave junior college work in Changsha, as well as in Wuchang.

The second meeting of the representatives of the same mis-
sions was held in Hankow on April 24 and 25, 1922,

"They were able to report that since the meeting in
February, approval of the general outline of the
scheme had been obtained from various missions in
Central China as represented on the field, All were
agreed that to establish such a University would
make for the best interests of Christian education
in China and that therefore it was worth almost any
sacrifice’ from individuals and Missions. Very
weighty questions of detail, however remained to be
_settled..,."*

q
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SCOPE AND ORGANIZATION

THE MEETING had before it the reports of the two commit-
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tees appointed in February.
"The report of the committee on scope contemplated
the establishment of a university with faculties of
arts and science, theology and medicine. The first
named faculty would be charged with the task of pro-
viding eventually for teacher training, business and
commerce, library management,,, The various con-
tributing institutions might at once furnish twenty-
four teachers and within five years a faculty of forty-
one should be available. In theology the combined
resources available at the present time would furn-
isheleventeachers, who should create a good faculty.
For medicine, fourteen teachers are already in China,
and within five years twenty-six full-time teachers
and ‘twenty-five full time assistants would be re-
quired. "%,

The committee . went further to suggest that in time when re-

sources would permit, agraduate school, a school of foréstry
and agriculture, a school of technology, and a schpol of jour-

nalism might be added. B
In the Burton Report, medical education was not contem-
plated for Central China, but the Central China branch of the
China Medical Missionary Association had carefully consid-
ered the possibility of developing a medical school along with
the proposed university and felt that it would be to the mutual
advantage of all concerned if this could be done. There-
fore they were represented in this meeting, and the proposal
to include a medical school was a part of the report of the
committee on scope., ¢
"In the report of the committee on organization, a
combination of British and American systems was
proposed. The faculties will give instruction in com-
mon lecture halls and laboratories and be members
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of the University faculty under control of the Senate,
Governing Board, and (eventually) the Trustees.
Atthe same time, inorder to conserve the interests
of the cooperating missions and colleges, the re-
port provides for residential colleges and hostels,
each with its own social, athletic, and religious
life, and with whatever special courses of instruc-
tion it might desire, Arrangements are thus made
for unified control with provisions for particular
interests.” * -

After a thorough discussion of the reports of the two com-
mittees, thedelegates from the different missions were asked
to present the plans, as outlined by the committees for the
proposed university, to their various governing bodies for
their consideration and approval, Then if the authorities on
the field approved, they should transmit their recommenda-
tions to their home boards for approval and support. This
process of approval was bound to be lengthy, but the more
optimistic among the delegates at the meeting hoped that the
machinery of obtaining approval could operate rapidly enough
to allow the University to open in September, 1923. Thedele-
gates realized that it would be several years at least before
the University would be able to reach anywhere near the
strength proposed by the committee onscope. However, they
felt that a decent university staff might be assembled con-
sisting of the members of the various missions already on
the field, members whowould be ableto carry a college grade
of work. Itwas furtherdecided that only the fundamental de-
partments should be organized at first.

A committee on sites was appointed to give careful con-
sideration to the best location for the university, and was in-
structed totake Changsha, as well as Wuhan, into considera-
tion. At the same time a resolution was passed asking the

1359



24 HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

missions carrying on middle school work in Hunan to consid-
er taking over the academic portion of the Yale-in-China
campus for a union middle school, in case the committee on
sites should recommend a Wuhan location.

A committee on finance was also appointed to prepare a
rough budget. Another committee was appointed to meet with
Chinese leaders and find out what aid or means of co-operation
might be expected from them. A committee was also appointed
to confer with the Lutherans in an effort to find a common
ground for co-operation with them. One of the difficulties
there was the fact that the committee on scope recognized that
for a few years at least much of the instruction would have to
be given throughthe medium of English, although it was hoped
that it would be possible in the not-too-distant future for e-
nough courses in Chinese to be provided so that students could
graduate without taking courses in English, The Lutherans
felt that it was essential that such a program be set up im-
mediately. ;

A third meeting was held in Kuling, August 15, 1922, at
which the delegates reported on the actions taken by their var-
lous missions or governing bodies. The London Missionary
Society, the Hupeh Synod of the Wesleyan Methodist Mission,
the American Episcopal Mission, and the China Mission of
the Reformed Church in the United States reported that their
governing bodies in China had adopted the over=-all plan, and
had further recommended it to their home societies. The
Hunan Synod of the Wesleyan Methodist Mission asked that a
two-headed university be formed with some departments in
Changsha. The delegates from Yale-in-China reported that
they had referred the matter to their trustees in New Haven,
who had discussed the matter and, on the basis of the inform-
ation they had up to June 1922, were not prepared to leave
Changsha. The trustees in New Haven, however, were wait-
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ing to ascertain the action of the various home societies on
the report of the Burton Commission as a whole.

Not all the missions in Hunan which had been queried as to
the possibility of their taking over the Yale-in-China College
campus for a union middle school had replied., The missions
which had replied were not in favor of such a move.

The report of the committee on sites, prepared and cir-
culated to all of the delegates in July, was considered long
and carefully at this August, 1922, meeting. After an ex-
tended discussion it was voted, in view of the difficulties of
organization, the need for a common corporate university
life, and the desirability of consolidating the resources at their
disposal, to appeal to both the home church and the Chinese
community to accept the report of the committee on sites that
the university be located in Wuchang, The amendment was
added that if possible, the medical and commercial depart-
ments should be located on the Hankow side of theriver. This
amendment was included because the hospital and clinical fac-
ilities would be better in Hankow, and Chinese sentiment had
favored Hankow over Wuchang. There seemed to be an en-
thusiastic group of Chinese in Hankow who might be counted
on for a great deal of material help if the project were to go
forward.

It was alsothe opinion of the Kuling meeting that if it should
be possible to start in the autumn of 1923, it would be nec-
essary to use one of the already existing campuses, or a por-
tion of one. However, the meeting considered that further
explorations should be made of the possibility of raising suffi-
cient capital funds both in China and abroad to build a new
campus on a site to be selected at a later meeting.

The other committees, appointed at the meeting of repre-
sentatives of the various missions held in Hangkow on April
24-25, 1922, did not have reports to present at this time.
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T PROVISIONAL GOVERNING BOARD

LA

'I'HE DELEGATES at the Kuling meeting decided to call

themselves the Provisional Council or Governing Board of
Central China University, The meeting requested that the
missions represented at the meeting name the persons who
were to represent each mission on this Provisional Board,

This August meeting appointed an Executive Committee,
made up of representatives of each mission participating in
the plans for Central China (Huachung) University, subject to
the approval of the various missions. This Executive Com-
mittee was authorized tocoordinate the work of the other com-
mittees and to call a meeting of the Provisional Board when
enough progress had been made to justify a meeting. This
committee was made up of the following: for Yale-in-China,
the Rev. Brownwell Gage; for Boone University, Mr, Francis
C. M. Wei; for the Wesleyan Methodist Mission, the Rev.
H.B. Rattenbury; for Huping College and the China Mission
of the Reformed Church in the United States, the Rev., H,R,
Lequear; for the London Missionary Society, Dr. J.L.H.
Paterson; and for the United Evangelical Mission, the Rev.
I. R. Dunlap.

The Provisional Board, as set up by the missions, in the
autumn of 1922, was made up of the following men: represent-
ing Yale-in-China, Dr. Brownell Gage, Dr., William J, Hail,
Dr. Edward H. Hume, and Dr. F.C. Yen; representing the
American Episcopal Mission, Dr. Alfred A. Gilman, Mr.
Francis C. M. Wei, and Mr. Robert A. Kemp; representing
the Wesleyan Methodist Mission, Mr. S.H. Dixon and Dr.
H.T. Chiang; representing the London Missionary Society,
Dr. Thomas Gillison and Mr. Bernard Upward; representing
the China Mission of the Reformed Church in the United States,
Mr. H.R. Lequear. This Provisional Board was requested
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to appointtwo representatives fromthe Chinese business com~
munity in Hankow andone eachfrom the British and American
business communities in the same city.

Then came a period of frustration and waiting while the
actions of the Provisional Board were transmitted to the mis-
sions, and then by the missions to their home boards. The
home boards sent back inquiries for more information; as it
took from two to three months for a letter to go and a reply
to come, and as the regular meetings of the home boards
were infrequent, in the year following the August meeting in
Kuling little seemed to be accomplished, The Provisional
Governing Board had reluctantly found it necessary to PO8t~
pone the planned opening of the University from September
1923 to September 1924, e

By the autumn of 1923 the plan for-Central China Univer-
sity had been approved by the five missions on the field, word
had been received by the Wesleyan Methodist Mission and the
London Missionary Society that their home boards had approved
the plan, but so far no final word had come from the three
American boards, which had asked for more and more in-
formation. It was hoped that the American boards would take
action by the end of the year. ' Meanwhile committees of the
Provisional Governing Board had been busy working out de-
tails for the proposed opening in September 1924,

The Provisional Board held a meeting on November 28,
1923, at which it was decided first of all that a start with the
united University should be made as soon as possible (namely,
September 1924) on one of the existing campuses in the Wuhan
center. Therehad beensome whosaid that it would be better
to wait to organize the University until it could have a campus
and buildings of its own, independent of the existing campuses,
" But no funds were in sight for such a project, and if the Pro-
visional Board had waited for such funds to be raised, it is
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doubtful if there ever would have been a Huachung University
— and also doubtful if there would have been much Christian
higher education carried on in the Central China region dur-
ing the period 1927-1950. The Provisional Board felt it would
be far wiser to make as early a start as possible so there
would be something concrete to present to those who might be
interested in helping to set up a new plant in the future. It
was recognized, of course, that using one of the campuses
would mean sharing the campus with a middle school, or else
finding other quarters for the middle school .

The Provisional Board at this meeting proposed that Cen-
tral China University with a college of Arts and Sciences be
set up for a trial period of three years, with the expectation
that a permanent university could be established within that
period. Thedecision was tolocate the university on the west~
ern portion of the Boone campus (which was already used
mainly for the college work of Boone University). The Ameri-
can Episcopal Mission offered to make available the south-
western portion of the compound (known as the Lambeth field)
to the other participating missions for the erection of housing
for their appointees, if theyso desired. The American Epis-
copal Mission also was ready to start arrangements to free
one of the old mission double residences on the western end
of the campus for additional dormitory facilities, by planning
the construction of houses for the faculty who would thus be
displaced.

In the proposed organization for Central China University,
the Provisional Board recommended the type of organization
which had been first worked out bythe committee on organiza-
tion in 1922. There was to be a Board of Trustees, mainly
appointed by the cooperating missions, tolook after the general
plans and financial management of the University, The in-
ternal management of the curriculum and of scholastic disci-
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pline was to be underthe charge of the University faculty, with

its executive officer anelecteddean. Thegranting of scholar=-
ships, control of the life of the students outside the classroom,
the provision of dormitory facilities, andthe provision Of re-
ligious services and instruction were to be the function of the -
various colleges of the University., ‘

It was further provided that any one of the cooperating units
should have theright to set up a residential college or provide
a hostel for the students who might be sent to the Univers ity
by that unit. All rules andregulations of the hostels were to
be subject to the approval of the University authorities. It
was expected that in 1924 there would be only one college or
unit, namely that of Boone, which was to be known as Boone
College within Huachung University.,

It was further provided that all of the alumni of the colleges
supported by the cooperating units should be considered alumni
of Huachung (Central China) University with all the rights and
privileges that the alumni of the new university would have,
During the three-year trial period, no charter would be ap-
plied for, and no plans were being made for registration with
the Chinese Government, Thegraduates of Huachung Univer-
sity would be recommended by the faculty to one of the co-
operating units which still held their charters for granting
degrees. It was expected that these charters would be given
up when the University was fully organized and had received
power to grant degrees. _

At the November 1923 meeting Dr. Alfred A. Gilman an-
nounced that he had recently arranged for the purchase of a
piece of land of six acres which would be available for an
athletic field for the University. This piece of land was lo-
cated outside the city wall of Wuchang right next to the sec-
tion of the city wall which bounded Boone Compound on one
side, As at that time the city wall of Wuchang was in good
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condition, the only way to reach the new land was by a walk
of some fifteen minutes to the nearest city gate, and thence
along a road tothe new land. However, within a few years
the Wuchang city wall was to belargely inruins and gradually
torn down, so that the new land could be reached by a short
walk.

In all the discussions of site, it had been recognized that
even if Boone Middle School were to move, Boone Compound
would still be too small for the projected university., It was
also recognized that there would be little chance of enlarging
the campus inside the city, as the campus was bounded on the
north by alarge government middle school, on the west by the
Roman Catholic Mission and the London Mission, on the south
by a densely built-up residential area; and on the east by the
city wall. The only hope of acquiring enough land for an ade-
quate campus, using Boone Compound for a base, would be to
purchase land which was largely farm or grave land lying im-
mediately outside the city. The fact that in other cities in
China, notably Changsha, city walls had been torn down, led
to the hope that before too many years the Wuchang city wall
would also be torndown, and thus give easy access to the land
immediately outside. All thanks are owed to the President of
Boone University who arranged this purchase in 1923, These
six acres were to be the base from which a decade later Hua-
chung was to start the purchase of land to secure a possible
campus larger than the original Boone Compound.

The definite proposals made at the November, 1923, meet-
ing were sent off immediately to the home boards of Boone
University and Yale-in-China with the request that action be
taken as quicklyas possible so that preparations for the open-
ing of the University in September, 1924, could proceed.

The high hopes that had been engendered at this meeting in
November, 1923, were badly dashed by a cablegram from Dr,
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John W, Wood, Executive Secretary of the Domestic and For-
eign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
early in January 1924, which said:
"Central China University plan approved. Yale Foreign
Missionary Society has just now notified us cannot or will
not participate for the present. Advise do not commit us
or yourself in any way until you have full particulars or
details., "
At the same time Yale-in-China received a cable which
stated:
"The decision is unfavorable to Wuchang for next year.
Action has been deferred an indefinite time, "
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ANY persons (particularlythose who had beenlukewarm

h

and those who had been antagonistic to the plan from the
first) thought that this news meant that the plan for opening
Huachung University in September 1924 would to be dropped.
The most vocal of these groups was a considerable proportion
ofthe alumni of Boone and Yale. The Boone alumni considered
that their positionhad beengreatly strengthened by the failure
of Yale to join, and that in going into a union plan the authori-
ties of Boone University were giving up thename of Boone Uni-
versity and receiving nothing in return,

This attitude was particularly true of those Boone alumni
who had attended Boone Middle School a few years, and then
had grown accustomed to passing themselves off as alumni of
Boone University, These alumni were sure that the Boone
name would henceforth denote only a middle school, and they
considered that Dr. Gilman, Mr. Wei, and others of the ad-
ministration and alumni body of Boone University who were
in favor of the proposed union university, were traitors  to Boone.

ALl e A ’
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Mr. Wei, who was one of the most ardent supporters of
the new university, did his best to convince the Boone alumni
that they should support it. The President of Boone Univer-
sity, Dr. Alfred A, Gilman, announced that the formation of
the united university would not see the end ofthe name of Boone
in higher education as there would be a Boone College and a
Boone Divinity School in the new university. By joining the
new university, the various units would have everything to
gain and nothing tolose and the new institution would belarger
and stronger than any of the original ones, But despite all
that thesetwo mencould say, the doubts and anxieties of many
of the Boone alumni about the future were not allayed. It was
these fears whichwere to make a considerable amount of trou-
ble for Huachung in the year ahead.

THREE-YEAR TRIAL PERIOD

FTER letters had been received from America explain-
ing the cables quoted above, the leaders of the missions
in Wuhan (particularly Dr. Gilman) and Mr. Wei felt that it
would be better to proceed withsome united effort rather than
let the plan for a united university be shoved off to an indefinite
future. Therefore the Provisional Governing Board, without
the members from Yale-in-China, and without the members
from the China Mission of the Reformed Church, who also
had not received the necessary approval from their home
board, met on April 17, 1924, It was the decision of this
meeting to proceed with a three-year trial period starting in
September 1924, even though the program would be greatly
weakened by the non-participation of Yale~in-China.
The plans which had been approved the previous November
were modified to suit the changed conditions. The American
Episcopal Mission made a grant of C$33,000. from the Lam-
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beth Fund, and the Wesleyan Methodist Mission supplied a like
sum from a fund which theyhad for the development of college
work, to undertake as soon as possible the renovation of the
old double residence for a dormitory and the construction on
the Lambeth ground of one double residence and two single
residences for faculty. Itwas also provided at the April 1924
meeting that an opportunity would be given for other units to
join the University. It was further hoped that before the end
of the trial period a more permanent organization could be
set up to include others along with the three original units.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
. H

N THE SPRING and summer of 1924 construction work went

forward rapidly on the projects which had beenauthorized at
the April meeting, The Board of Trustees was formally or-
ganized with the following members: from the American Epis-
copal Mission the Rt. Rev, Logan H, Roots, the Rev. Alfred
A. Gilman, the Rev. Arthur M. Sherman, and Mr. Francis
C. M. Wei; from the Wesleyan Methodist Mission the Rev.
Harold B. Rattenbury, and the principal of Wesley College (at
that moment the position was vacant, but it was provided that
the occupant of the position would be on the Board of Trustees);
from the London Missionary Society theRev, Bernard Upward
and Mr. Stanley V. Boxer; and Dr. ®* J, Shu as member-at-
large representing the Chinese Church in the Wuhan area,
Many of these men were to be connected with Huachung for
most of its history, As its firstaction, the Board elected the
Rt. Rev. Logan H. Roots as its chairman. Then it elected
the Rev. Alfred A. Gilman, who had been President of Boone
University since 1916, Acting-President of Huachung (Central
China) University. It is to be noted that Dr. Gilman was pur-
posely elected Acting-President only, in the hope that before
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too long a Chinese would be chosen as head of the University.

In this April 1924 meeting the Trustees received the re-
port of the reorganization of Boone University and the pro-
posed division of Boone Compound for University and middle
school. Dr. Gilman had resigned as President of Boone Uni-
versity because he had already been nominated by the Chinese
House of Bishops as Suffragan Bishop to Bishop Roots. The
Rev. Arthur M, Sherman had been elected by the Board of
Control of St. John's University and Boone University as the
new President of Boone University, It had beenprovided that
Boone University would continue as a corporate entity in order
to grant degrees to graduates of Huachung University. Mr,
Sherman was also to act concurrently as principal of Boone
College in Huachung University and as head of the Boone Div-
inity School which was to be a portion of the Univers ity.

Dr. Gilman had also been principal of the Boone Middle
School when he was President of Boone University. In the
reorganization, Mr, Robert A, Kemp was appointed principal
of Boone MiddleSchool. Over the next three years Mr. Kemp
did an excellent job in administering the middle school and at
the same time did his best to foster amicable relations with
the University, In this reorganization it was provided that
some teachers of Boone University were to be entirely assigned
to the University and some entirely to the school; and in some
cases where specialized training was needed, a few were to
have duties in both,

In the division of Boone Compound it was provided that in
general all the land and buildings on the west side of the walk
running from the front gate to the back gate were to be used
by the University, and the land and buildings on the east side
were to be used by the Boone Middle School. The Church of
the Holy Nativity which stood along the dividing line was to be
used by both. Further, it was provided that the Middle School
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should share in the use of the library, have the use of the
large auditorium over the library for their large meetings,
continue touse thelarge dining room on the first floor of Ingle
Hall with the kitchens attached thereto, until such a time as
it would be possible to provide adequate diningroom facilities
on theschool area. The Univers ity students were to share in
the use of the James Jackson Memorial Gymnasium, which had
been recently completed on the eastern end of the compound,
and of the Middle School's athletic field until the land which
had beenbought a year earlier could be developed for the Uni-
versity athletic field.

The faculty assigned to the University held a preliminary
meeting in May, 1924, to organize and map out plans for the
opening in September. At this meeting Mr, Francis C. M.
Wei was elected Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Science,
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THE FIRST HUACHUNG, 1924-1927
i N THE SPRING of 1924 the Wuhan region was enjoying a
' |measure of peace and prosperity. The fears of an attack on
Changsha from the South, which had been prevalent a year
earlier, had passed, and the civil war which had broken out
in East China and was to spread to North China, did not ac-
tively affect the Central China region. Business was fairly
good, the harvests were plentiful, and the river during the
summer did not rise to an abnormally high level, At that
time Hupeh had for its Governor Hsiao Yao-lan who favored
MarshallWuP'ei-fu. He was friendly to the mission schools.
On the occasion of his sixtieth birthday party in the spring,
all of the faculty of Boone had received invitations to attend
the ceremonies one evening, and many of them accepted. The
Provincial Commissioner of Agriculture had been the princi-
pal speaker at the Boone University Commencement in June
1924,

In the Wuhan center in the summer of 1924, which saw the
beginning of Huachung, there was a fairly wide gulf between
the Christianschools and the government schools. The latter
were going through a difficult period, following upon the stud-
ent patriotic movement after the First World War. Since the
national and provincial treasuries were at a low ebb, little
money could be spared for the schools, with the result that
the already inadequate salaries of the teachers were often
months in arrears. Tosupport their families, faculty mem-
bers tended to overwork by trying to hold more than one job.
Consequently standards in the government schools and in the
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mission schools were not the same. Further, the mission
schools had emphasized the teaching of English and its use
not only in middle schools, but in University classes; few if
any graduates from the government middle schools could keep
up with the University classes because oftheir lack of English.
At that time there was no government-sponsored university
of commanding stature in the whole Central China region, and
it was to be a few years before that came. (There were sev-
eral colleges and a teacher-training college under the Provin-
cial authority, but they hadlow standards and were frequently
closed due to lackof funds.) As a result of this condition, the
mission colleges or universities of thatday depended for their
student body upon the graduates of their own affiliated middle
schools or of other private middle schools in the region, The
student who came to a mission college or university from a
non-mission middle school was regarded as a rare specimen.

e STAFF AND FACULTY
T WAS in this situation that Huachung (Central China) Uni-
versity opened on the 8th of September, 1924, for its first

year of work. To many people Huachung looked like the col-

legiate part of Boone University under a new name. Many
outsiders took a considerable length of time to realize that

Huachung was no longer Boone University. Dr. Gilman, the

Acting-President, was to do a great deal during this period

for the University, and in its second period was to continue

his services as a member of the Board of Directors as long
as he remained in China, The actual direction of the internal
affairs of the University was carried on in the capable hands

- of Mr, Wei, whoworked well with the Acting-President., Rev.

Francis E., A, Shepherdwas elected Registrar, and Mr. John

L. Coewas asked toact as Assistant Treasurer, The faculty,
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with one exception, werethe same persons whohad been teach-
ing at Boone University in the spring. The Wesleyan Methodist
Mission appointed the Rev. Ivan D, Ross to the faculty of Hua-
chung, where he was to serve for two years as head of the

Wesleyan unit and as teacher of mathematics. The other de- -

partments were organized withthe Rev. Francis E.A. Shepherd,
head of the English department; the Rev. Arthur M.
head of the Divinity School; Mr. J. Earl Fowler, head of the
physical education work and athletics. (he also continued at
this time as Physical Director in Boone School); the Rev.
Arthur S, Kean, head of the Education department; Dr. A. Paul
Wakefield, college physician and teacher of physiology (Dr.
Wakefield also continued as school physician), Mr, Wei, tem-
porarily in charge of the Chinese department until such time
as a well-trained scholar could be found, taught philosophy.

The library-training sequence of Boone University (it had
been one of the most popular sequences in Boone University)
was reorganized as the Library-Training department in Hua-
chung University, Miss Mary Elizabeth Wood, who had built
up the Boone Library and started the library-training pro-
gram, which had graduated a number of librarians already lo-
cated in different parts of the country, remained as teacher
in the department. Mr., Thomas C, S. Hu, who had been
trained under Miss Wood and had received further training a-
broad, was to head the Library-Training department. Mr,
Samuel T. Y. Seng, who had also trained under Miss Wood
and had alsostudied abroad, was appointed Univers ity Librar-
ian in charge of Boone Library, which was to be at the dis-
posal of Huachung University with the hope that it could be
built up into a real university library,

Huachung University was weakest where Boone University
had been weakest — in science. Little hope was entertained
that this weakness could be overcome for some time.




THE FIRST HUACHUNG, 1924-1927

i THE STUDENT BODY

HE STUDENT body in September 1924 consisted of eighty-

nine students, thirty-four of whom were freshmen. The
members of the three upper classes had all been students in
Boone University the previous year. Thirty-two of the fresh-
men were graduates of Boone School or of other middle schools
along the Yangtze River supported by the American Episcopal
Mission.

Two of the freshmen, graduates of Wesley College, were
the first two students from that unit. One of these was Hsiao
Tsi-ti, who after his graduation was to return to Huachung to
teach in the department of Biology before going abroad for
study, and later returning to Huachung as head of the Biology
department during its years of exile. He was to be one of the
brilliant scholars educated at Huachung. Because there were
only two students from the British unit, no attempt was made
to organize a separate hostel, The two lived with the students
of the Boone unit,

Eventhough there was only one hostel, the student body
was still under the dual control provided for in the temporary
agreement establishing the University, namely, that of the
University faculty as far as academic work was concerned;
and that of Boone College in providing for and supervising the
lodging and boarding of the students and their main activities
outside the classroom. The students' fees were divided into
twoparts:the University fees for tuition and laboratory, under
the control of the Board of Trustees; and the hostel fees which
were used by Boone College for the expenses of room and
board. Thefees were C$45. per semester for University fees;
and C$45. for hostel fees; and the hostel fees were divided in-
to two parts, C$30. per semester for board, and C$15. per
semester for room. Thus at its beginning the University set
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up theprinciple, whichwas to be adhered to throughout its en-
tire history, that fees for hostel purposes were tobe separately
administered from the fees for scholastic purposes. Up till
this time, in many institutions in China there had not always
been a careful distinction between the two types of fees.

With the opening of Huachung (Central China) University in
September 1924, many said that Boone University had given
up its college work and received nothing inreturn; others said
that the college work of the two British missions had been
swallowed up by Boone University. All of this talk, coupled
with the strong antipathy of many of the Boone alumni, did not
help harmonious relations on Boone Compound with its eighty-
nine college students on the western end and the four hundred
middle school boys on the eastern. However, at the student
level, relations were more harmonious because most of the
college students had at some time in the past been students in
the school, College students who had been members of the
Boone band remained in the band. Probably it was the more
remarkable that the first year proceeded as well as it did
rather than that it had its difficult periods!

Compulsory chapel and religious studies were still in effect
and in theory were to remain so until 1927. The morning
chapel services for the University were conducted inthe chapel
of the Divinity School at the same time as the Middle School
was holding its morning chapel in the Church of the Holy Na-
tivity. The long-time missionary argument for compulsory
chapel still prevailed: that the /students knew attendance at
chapel and religious studies was compulsory before they en-
rolled in the University; and that if they were not prepared to
participate in suchon a required basis, they should have gone
elsewhere, '

The first official function of the new University was matri-
culation day on October 2, 1924, when eighty-nine students
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made the promise of allegiance to the new institution. All of
the student body came forward one by one andsigned the ma-~
triculation book. Infollowing years onlythe new students were
to do so, The Acting-President, Dr. A. A, Gilman, was not
able to be present. The President of the Board of Trustees,
the Rt. Rev. Logan H. Roots, was on the platform and made
a few remarks. The Rev. H., B. Rattenbury, who gave the
principal address, stressed the fact that the British unit hoped
in the near future to make a more substantial contribution in
funds andpersonnel than it had been able to do up till that time.
However, he stated that he felt a great stepforward in Chris-
tian education in Central China had been made when the union
University was launched,

THE FORMAL OPENING

Y

HE FORMAL opening of Huachung University took place on

November 1, 1924, This gave rise to the custom of cele-
brating the first of November each year — All Saints' Day in
the Christian calendar — as Founders' Day in token of appre-
ciation for those who had labored to found the University and
had helped sustain it during its career, After this first year,
Matriculation and Founders Day were both observed on the
first of November, a custom which continued through the
first of November 1950, " S gt

The program on that first of November, 1924, was long
and impressive. The exercises were held into® kes Hall,
Boone Library., The Trustees, faculty, and guests made up
the academic procession. After the reading of the Constitu-
tion of the University, the Trustees, the faculty, and the
student body were formally presented to the audience. Mr.
Wu, the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs for Hupeh, extended
his congratulations and expressed the hope for a bright and
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long future for the University, Mr. Chen, the Commissioner
of Education for Hupeh, also spoke.

The principal address in Chinese was given by Mr. Chen
Shih, President of Chung Hua College, Wuchang (a private
College which had been friendly to mission schools and col-
leges). Mr. Chen pointed out that for foreigners promoting
education in China, two important facts must be borne in mind:
first, they must make a close survey of the conditions of the
country, political and social, before starting work, and that
Western education must be presented to the Chinese people
under the best possible conditions; secondly, there must be
an interchange of views and co-operation in outside activities
between the mission school students and the students in the
Government schools. ‘

The English speaker of the day was Dr. Barber, one of the
founders of the boarding school from which had grown Wesley
College. Dr. Barber had come for the celebration of the
thirtieth anniversary of Wesley College and the opening of a
large new building there. He said in part: "In Central China
University students are given the opportunity to get education
with moral strength, But Chinese students must not forget
that there is always room in a mission institution for their
own literature, It is their duty to see that they do not neglect
their oldliterature whichhas come down from ancient times."
Dr. Barber further pointed out thatthe basis of education must
be broad and that beforelong there would be other colleges in
Huachung under other faiths,

In December of this same year, the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of thearrival of Miss Wood in China was made the occa-
sion for the presentation to the library of a number of gifts:. .
from the alumni of the library-training work an was
set aside on the main floor of the library to be called "Wood-
side, " in honor of Miss Wood, with the main reference hooks
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of thelibrary concentrated there; the University gave a set of
new main doors to the library; and Boone School gave the fur-
nishings for the platform, includinga carved rostrum and two
heavy carved chairs, At the same time the usual scrolls and
tablets werepresented. It was a happy occasion which seemed
to augur well for the further development of the library work.

Internally the University had a satisfactory first year with
good work in the classroom and with one of the best athletic
teams in the Wuhan area in both football (soccer) and basket-
ball.
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ANTI-CHRISTIAN AGITATION
' AS THE FIRST year of Huachung went on, the increasing anti-

7 \Christian, anti-foreign school agitation throughout China
was beginning to have its effect upon the work of the Univer-
sity. During the winter although there were numerous par-
ades by the government school students inthe city, the students
at the University remained comparatively calm and . continued
their studies. Early in May, 1925, the students were granted
a number of extra holidays that they might go and parade with
their fellows, but the authorities of the University seemed to
have the situation under control, As the agitationappeared
to build up more strongly inthe middle schools than among
the older students, it was unfortunate in that way that there
were four hundred middle school boys on the campus. When
theparades of early Maywere past, for a moment the students
seemed to be settling down.,

Then the unfortunate events of the thirtieth of May, 1925,
in Shanghai (when a studentparade protesting against the kill-
ing of a Chinese worker in a Japanese factory was fired upon
by the police of the International Settlement causing the death
of twelve and wounding of seventeen) resulted in an intensified
campaign against the mission schools. The students of Hua-
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chung University and Boone were accused of being slaves and
were threatened with violence unless they joined in the big
demonstrations, They spentanentire morning ata demonstra-
tion of all the students in Wuchang, and then returned to their
classes in the afternoon, The administration made an effort
to carry on till the end of the semester, but the Hankow inci-
dent of June 11, when a mob trying to storm the foreign con-
cessions was fired upon by volunteers and naval personnel and
three or four Chinese were killed and as many wounded, in-
creased the outside pressure and excitement among the stu-
dents and led to a suspension of classes for two days. By then,
as it looked  impossible to continue, the boys from Boone
School were sent home, and several days later the University
students also left, so that shortly after the middle of June
there were no students left on the campus.

One of the chief demands in the government schools had been
that the students be allowedto remain ontheir campuses and go
out on daily demonstrations with no academic work required.
The good relations between the student body and the administra-
tion of Huachung University were demonstrated by the fact that
no friction arose over the question of the students remaining
on the campus or returning home.

The administration of the University announced thatthe stu-
dents would receive full credit for their work of the semester,
except in a few cases wherethe students work so far had been
of doubtful quality, in which case the student would be required
to take examinations in September. The year thus ended with-
out formal Commencement ceremonies. At the recommend-
ation of Huachung faculty, Boone University granted degrees
to those seniors whohad completed their work satisfactorily,
Thus Huachung University had closed for its first year in the
midst of national agitation with the added uncertainty as to the
conditions it would face in September for the opening of the
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second year,
MUCH SEARCHING OF HEART

\URING the summer of 1925, the Trustees and adminis-

\tration of Huachung studied carefully the main charges
‘which had been made against the missionschools in the agita-
tion of the year, and they realized that sooner or later some
action would have to be taken to meet them, The main argu-
ment against mission education was its too close control by
Westerners who allegedly did not have the real interests of
the Chinese at heart. Some felt that the mission-controlled
institutions tended to flout government authority, ignored gov-
ernment regulations, put too much emphasis on the English
language, and largely ignored the Chinese language. Further,
the mission colleges graduated their students with degrees
under a foreign charter whichwas not recognized by the Chi-
nese government.

The leaders of Huachung University were aware that many
of these charges held a considerable measure of truth, and
they wished to seethese questions solved, Since the majority
of the Board of Trustees were Western, the leaders of the
University realized that it would not be possible to obtain the
full -hearted support of the Chinese community in Wuhan until
the Chinese had a larger voice in the administration of the
University. The majority of the faculty were also Western,
as the missions' assistance to the University was mainly in
the form of personnel. The Trustees realized that the per-
sonnel problem depended on the missions changing their pol-
icies, The missions were slow to appoint and support com-
petent Chinese faculty members, and at the same time the in-
come from tuition fees in the University was all too small to
cover the ordinary administrative functions, to say nothing of
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carrying in addition salaries of competent Chinese teachers,

The Board of Trustees at this time were able to proceed
only slowly. They came to depend more and more upon the
advice of the Dean of the University, Mr. Wei, and encouraged
him in his efforts to build up the department of Chinese Lit-
erature and Composition to a par with the department of Eng-
lish, Mr. Chiu Tsih-sen, a scholar in the €hinese language
from Shansi University, was employed to raise the depart-
ment to a collegelevel. The matter of relations with the gov-
ernment was also considered by the Trustees, with some ex-
pressing the hope that before too long the University could be
fully registered with the government, but they recognized that
there would have to be a very considerable amount of educa-
tion of the personnel on the home boards of the missions be-
fore registration could be carried out.

The Trustees were also facing the question of how to mod-
ify the inheritance handed down to Huachung from the mission
schools so as to meet the new day in its relations with the
government schools and the government. The day was nearly
gone when two systems of education (missionand government)
could exist side-by-side, with each largely ignoring the ex-
istence of the other and with the mission schools acting in
many ways independently of the government. The regulations
which the government was drawing up were to apply to all
private schools, not merely to the mission ones. A number
of private schools and colleges were operating with poor equip-
ment, poorly trained and poorly paid teachers, and with the
charge that some of the institutions were being operated for
the financial benefit of those in charge.

The administration of the University, after the early clos-
ing in June 1925, went ahead with plans for the reopening in
September. The intense student agitation of the spring and
early summer died down during the summer as the students
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in the government schools had gone home when money and
supplies for board ran out. The summer of 1925 was one of
partial drought in the Central China region with the river
much below normal. The drought brought a large increase in
the price of rice, causing an increase in the boarding fee for
the first semester 1925-1926.

A THE SECOND YEAR
| UACHUNG opened for its second year on September 10,
1925. The enrollment was only seventy-five as compared
with the eighty-nine of the previous year. The largest de-
crease was inthe freshman class, brought about by the re-
organization of curriculum and standards which Boone School
had instituted at thattime. The School had added a year at the
top of its curriculum to give a more thorough preparation for
college work. As a result of this change, a small class had
been graduated from Boone School in January, 1925, with no
class scheduled to graduate in June, 1925, even if there had
been no early closing. The next class was expected to grad-
uate in June, 1926. The principal 'feeder' of students t o
Huachung, therefore, was not sending up many students in
September, 1925, The inadvisability of a college depending
too much upon one school for its incoming students was all
too evident. i
Although in late August, 1925, there were rumors that the
Students' Union in Wuchang would try to prevent the opening
of mission schools, the rumors proved false. The mission
schools opened on schedule, but some showed a considerable
drop in enrollment because of the above-mentioned increase
in boarding fees. The government schools did not open till
the end of September. Duringthe year the Huachung students
took part in a number of parades, but they did not make de-
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mands upon the Univefsitz_a_&?ministration for too much free-
dom from classes. The larger part of the University students
were fairly mature and realized that education was more than
parades and large mass meetings. Before the end of the
academic year the agitation was less strong. It was hoped
that the worst was past along that line,

There were several additions to the teaching faculty in
1925: Mr. James H. Tso was appointed to head the depart-
ment of Economics; the Rev, Arthur C., Lichtenberger, who
in January, 1959, was to become Presiding Bishop of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, came to
teach in the Divinity School; Mr. Chiu Tsih-sen from Shansi
University was appointed to the Chinese department. There
was also a distinguished Visiting Professor for one semester,
the Rev. Charles L. Wells, Dean of the Divinity School of the
University of the South in Tennessee, whotaught inthe Divinity
School, Under his leadership was organized the first of a
long series of faculty seminars and study groups which were
to flourish throughout the history of Huachung., Dr. Wells
conducted his seminar on the subject of Church History.

During the year the training of librarians continuedto grow
in importance and in size, as here was the main place for
library training in China, Allconcernedrecognized that with
the growth of the library-training work, a number of prob-
lems would eventually have to be solved, although no attempt
was made to solve them at this time. These problems, to-
gether with the eventual solutions, formed a very considerable
portion of the history of the first year of the second phase of
Huachung.

During the second year (1925-26) of the temporary plan
for the University, the Board of Trustees was busy in draw -
ing up a permanent plan for the University to go into effect in
1927 at the end of the three~year trial period, The welcom-
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ing hand was®tLl extended for Yale-in-China Shdlthe (Ching
Mission of the Reformed Church in the United States to join,
but up till the summer of 1926 no definite reply had been re-
ceived from either of thosetwo, Earlyin the summer of 1926
the Board of Trustees approved the outline of the more per-
manent plan, which the Acting-President, Bishop Alfred A.
Gilman, was totake to the United States at the end of the sum-
mer to explain in person and to bid for a greater measure of
support for the University.

At their summer meeting the Board of Trustees voted that
beginning with the academic year 1926-27, the University
should become coeducational with provision to be made for
the necessary housing of women. They also arranged for the
start of the training of women for social service in connec-
tion with the House of the Merciful Saviour, which had been
carrying on social service work on the south side of Wuchang.
A piece of land inside the city, about five-minutes' walk from
the campus, was purchased upon which to construct a center
for social service work, where students from the University
could take theirtraining along withtheir other University work.

But it was to be political events which were to determine
very largely the immediate future of Huachung, During the
academic year 1925-26, Wuhan was spared the ravages of war
that had beset many other parts of China, Marshal Wu P'ei-
fu had retired to Central China after his defeats in the north
and was busy building up his strength, using Central China as
a base from which he would attempt a national comeback. In
the winter, Hsiao Yao-nan, who had been governor of Hupeh
since 1921, died. A henchman of Wu P'ei~fu was put in his
place, but the latter did not have many months to show his
abilities. Early in 1926, Wu P'ei-fu felt strong enough to
launch a drive north from Hupeh along the railway into Honan,
with the idea of pushing through to the capital. He probably




)

50 HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

put so much of his strength into that drive that he seriously
weakened his positionwhenthethreat from the south developed
in the summer.

There had been political changes in Hunan during the early
part of the summer of 1926, with first one person, then an-
other in control in Changsha. Then came the launching from
Canton of the Northern Expedition by the Nationalists. They
swept easily into Hunan with the capture of Changsha by early
August, Yochow at the mouth of the Tungt'ing Lake fell
shortly after the middle of August. Only then did Wu P'ei-fu
wake up to the threat from the southand move a large military
force southward from Wuchang, a move which the conserva-
tives were all hoping would stop the advance and turn it back.
But the effort was too little and too late. The Northern army
of Wu P'ei-fu was badly defeated at Ho She Chiao (fifty miles
to the southwest) and fell back rapidly on Wuhan,

THE SIEGE OF WUCHANG

\ S' THE SOUTHERN army approached, General Liu moved
his troops on the south side of the river into the city of
Wuchang, closed the gates, and issued a defiant message when
called upon to surrender. Meanwhile the Southern army
crossed the river and quickly took the city of Hanyang and its
hill, from which location they were able to dominate the city
of Hankow,

Thereupon the rest of Wu's forces retreated northwards,
leaving Liu and his army shut up in Wuchang, The Southern
army, not having the artillery to breach the city walls, did
not try to carry the city by assault, Instead theysettled down
on the first of September to starve Wuchang out. Huachung
and the other schools had not opened at that time; but, as had
happened in therevolutionary year of 1911, and was to happen
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twice again during the history of Huachung, Boone Compound
formed a center of refuge for people living in that quarter of
the city. Many of the people who had been living in the houses
near the city wall were forced by the military to move out and
some people had crowded infrom the suburbs outside the wall,
The library and other large buildings on the campus were
crowded with people who had moved in with their few posses-
sions. The members of the faculty who were in Wuchang at
that time quickly organized a refugee camp and did their best
with the distribution of whatever food could be obtained, Dur-
ing the siege there was sporadic fighting, The Southern army
had one or two guns mounted out on thehills, but they had only
a nuisance value., At certain times people on the campus had
to be careful as rifle fire might cause danger in some places.
One shell did fall in the library, but did not explode and no one
was badly injured.

In some ways the siege was a very civilized affair. The
telephone service between Hankow and Wuchang continued to
work for about half the time of the siege. Arrangements were
also made for one boat to make a daily round-trip from one of
the river gates of Wuchang to the concession area in Hankow.
The Chinese post office, showing its usual ability to carry on
despite difficulties, used the daily boat service to send mail
back and forth.

Bishop Gilman was chairman of one of theprincipal civilian
committees inthe city. Thecommittee thought it had arranged
for the evacuation to Hankow of a number of the poorer people
in the city. When the appointed day came, one of the river
gates was opened only part-way. The crush of people frying
to reach the gate and pass through it in getting out of the city
was so great that the attempt had to be given up after a few
people had succeeded. The few were taken to Hankow.

Bishop Gilmanwas also a member ofthe civilian committee
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which arranged for the surrender of the city on the tenth of
October after a siege of forty days. On the morning of the
surrender, General Liu and a number of other officers of the
Northern army climbed over the walls into Boone Compound
and tried to seek refuge there. Mr. Wei was the leader of the
group inside the compound who met the Southern army people
at the gate of the compound and arranged for the handing over.
of all of the Northern army personnel who had forced their
way onto the compound. General Liu was led forth “'onhn
attic. Bytheterms of the agreement (which were carried out)
none of the prisoners should have their hands tied until after
they had left the compound.

Bishop Gilman had postponed his departure for the United
States when the political situation became worse in the Wuhan
center late in the summer, and he had remained in Wuchang
during the siege., He left by the end of October for America.
as soon after the siege as was convenient, With his departure
almost the entire direction of Huachung was entrusted to Mr.
Wei, who was still Dean and was now fulfilling the duties of
an Acting-President but without the title. It was fortunate
that the directbon of affairs was in his capable hands during
the following year.

As soon as possible after the surrender of the city, work
was taken in hand to clean up the University premises and
start the academic year. The refugees were able to move
back promptly to their homes as they had not been destroyed.
There was slight damage to some of the Univers ity buildings
from a few shell and bullet holes, but nothing serious, Also,
there had been no opportunity for the defeated army to do any
looting, and with the surrender coming so quicklythe populace
did not get out of hand. The incoming army, under good dis-
cipline, caused no trouble.

It spoke well for the administration of the University that
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the campus was ready for the registration of the autumn term
on the twenty-fifth of October, The total enrollment was sev-
enty-eight, a slight increase over the previous year in spite
of the warlike conditions in Central China, Among these stu-
dents were eleven women, who werehoused in Bishop Gilman's
old home, now called 'Yen Hall." Seemingly only five or six
of the old students were prevented from returning because of
the war conditions., The faculty members were all on hand.
With the departure inJune of the Rev, Mr. Ross of the Wesley~
an Methodist Mission for furlough, Dr. Thomas R, Tregear:
came to take his place as head of the Wesleyan unit and toteach
geography.

Wt " THE THIRD YEAR BEGINS

HE ACADEMIC year began auspiciously.enough with the

new government apparently friendly. The University hoped
to work out its various problems in connection with the author-
ities. The missionleaders on the field recognized that sooner
or later (and probably the sooner the better) the University
would have to be registered with the government, but negotia-
tions could not be pushed forward in the matter until the home
boards would agree.

However, as the new government became more settled in,
the academic work was interrupted more frequently with pa-
rades anddemonstrations against foreign imperialism. Unions
of workers and students were formed and were loud in their
various demands. The government schools opened early in
November, but very little academic work was being done in
them; and even in Huachung, where the students acted more
calmly than in some other institutions, there was little aca-
demic work accomplished. The under officers of the unions
were the most demanding. At thattime there was no animosity
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against individual Westernteachers at Huachung, but the situa-
tion grew more threatening. The outside student unions in-
creased the amount of pressure on the Huachung students to
make such demands upon the administration that the students
would actually be in control of the University, Fortunately,
as the enrollment of Boone School was much smaller than dur-
ing the previous year, there was a smaller group of the more
unstable element among the students on the campus ready to
make trouble,

The burden of the administration was carried by Mr., Wei
as Dean of the University, with the assistance of Dr. Sherman
as head of Boone College, in close cooperation with Mr. Kemp
as principal of Boone School. The administration was deter-
mined to carry on as long as possible, Examinations were
held at the end of thefirst semester with plans being made for
the second semester., '

During this same period the political storm which was so
strong inWuhan had waxed even stronger in Changsha, Yale-
in-China was forced to close before the end of the firstsemes-
ter. Atthe end of the first semester, Dr. Paul C. K. Kweli,
with a small group of students who wished to continue their
education, came down to Wuchang with a number of boxes of
scientific equipment, to jointhe University forthe spring sem-
ester. Thus was the first real cooperation with Yale-in-China
brought about. This move from Changsha strengthened the
University's science work which was still very weak.

Although the second semester started in February, the work
in the classrooms was largely subordinated to parades and
working up more enthusiasm against Western imperialism.
As much academic work was being done by Huachung students
as was being done in other schools, and probably more. A
few of theWestern faculty had left at the end of the first sem-~
ester, and most of the remainder left at the end of March after
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the Nanking Incident, in which Westerners were terrorized
andsome were killed on March 24, 1927. Dr. Wakefield re-
mained inWuchang, and Dr. Sherman and Mr. Kemp returned
to Wuhan for a few weeks in May.

The Chinese staff carried on under the leadership of Mr.,
Wel during a period of more intense propaganda and agitation.
By the middle of May the students were forming a committee
to take over Huachung University and Boone School. They
planned to live in the dormitories and go out on parades and
spread propaganda among the people of the city. They hoped
to run their own affairs without interference of any kind from
the administration of the University and School., Dr. Wake-
field made an effort to hold Commencement ceremonies and
grant degrees to seniors, but the students were interested in
political activity only. They prepared to settle down on the
campus, but had apparently given little thought to the more
practical problem of who would supply them with food when
the suppEo_g on hand ran out, Bishop Roots, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, appealed tothe Wuhan Government for
assistance. The Government expressed its sympathy, but
was unable to take any effective steps to assist the Chairman
of the Board of Trustees,

After the departure ofthe Western staff at the end of March,
the Chinese staff made a gallant effort to carry on the work
of the College under the leadership of Mr. Wei. Little time
was spent in the classrooms as the frequency of the parades
increased. The propaganda was becoming more intense and
was taking the line of calling Chinese leaders, who were try-
ing to hold the mission schools to a Christian line, "foreign
slaves,"

Early in May the agitation against Mr. Wei became so
strong that friends felt his life was in danger. Many of the
students were told that Mr. Wei, in his loyalty to a Christian
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way of administering the College, was blocking the turnover
of Huachung University and Boone School to a student com-
mittee, One evening, at the height of this agitation, Mr., Wei
crossed the river to Hankow and took passage on a British
steamer sailing that evening for Shanghai,

Fortunately Dr, Jacob Gould Schurman, United States Min~
ister to China, was on the same steamer, because the enemies
of Mr. Wei, discovering that he had slipped from their fingers
in Wuhan, sent word to Shanghai that Mr. Wei was an ardent
Communist and was on his wayto Shanghaitospread Communist
propaganda there. Upon the boat's arrival in Shanghai, a de-
tail of police was waiting for him with instructions to take him
to jail. Dr. Schurman, seeingthe police arrest Mr. Wei,
made representations to them and offered to vouch that Mr.
Wei was not a Communist. Dr, Schurman was not able to ob-
tain his immediate release, but after further representations
to the authorities in Shanghai, Mr. Wei was released from
jail but instructed to remain in Shanghai while his case was
being studied further. If it had not been for the fact that Dr.
Schurman saw Mr. Wei being arrested and protested quickly
to the authorities, Mr. Weimight never have been seen again,
as the police in Shanghai were busy tracking down all those
suspected of being Communists, Many of the arrested sus-
pects disappeared without trial.

Within a month after his arrival in Shanghai, the authorities
informed Mr. Wei that he had been cleared of the charge of
Communism and that he was free to go wherever he wished.
He left for Canton for a short visit with his family in Chungshan,
From there he travelled to England and spent two profitable
years of study at the University of London. While there he
was in close touch with the London Missionary Society and the
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society and found them heartily
committed to the united effort at Huachung,
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e THE UNIVERSITY IS FORCED TO CLOSE
7 _ UT AGAIN political events were to affect greatly the Uni-
' B versity. The Wuhan Government was nearly at the end of
Its days. An opposition armyunder General Hsia Tou-yin was
advancing from the south toward Wuchang, while most of the
troops of the Wuhan Government were fighting in Southern
Honan on their drive toward Peking, leaving the center largely
undefended. "Ehe student body decided that discretion was the
better part of valor and departed for their homes as quickly as
possible. For the students who were more interested in study
than in parades departure proved to be an easy way out; and
for the students who more interested inparades departure gave
them a chance to seeksafety before areactionary army should
enter the city, Within a shortperiodthe reorganization of the
Wuhan Government took place, and the period of intense agita-
tion was over.

Thus ended the first period of Huachung University. The
reaction had come in time to save it from being taken over by
the students, but it had not come in time to save it as a going
institution, The Western faculty had left Wuhan two months
earlier, and the Chinese staff were rapidly scattering, Mr,
Wei was on his way to his native home in Kwangtung; shortly
thereafter he was to leave for two years at the London School
of Economics andthen return as Dr. Wei, Dr. Kwei, who had
recently joined the faculty, was goingto Northeastern Univer-
sity in Mukden, and then to Shanghai University.

Thus ended the first period of three years of co-operation
in Huachung, not, as the Trustees had hoped, with the imple-
mentation of theirplans for alarger and better university, but
with the dissolution of what had been, However, although the
union had been on a small scale for three years, it had shown
that the missions in Central China could work together in a

03959



! C b
) AN 1

3 sl

> ,t‘ _.‘

f

58 _ “H.UAqHUNG UNIVERSITY
f: \ [

union institution for higher learning, The union institution
had put the name of '""Huachung'' on the map, and in the eyes
of the Chinese public andgovernment it had been an established
institution for three years. Huachunghad not solved all of the
problems presented to it, but it had brought them to the atten-
tion of the missions. The men who were to arrange for the
second Huachung two years later felt that they were restarting
an old venture, rather than starting a new one. They had the
experience of the first Huachung to draw upon, and were able
to learn by some of the difficulties and mistakes of the first
period.
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ISHOP Alfred A. Gilman, the Acting-President of Hua-
B chung University, returned to Wuhan in June 1927 from

the United States to find no University left and all of the
mission schools in the regionclosed. Many people were say-
ing that the union university plan would never be revived and
it would be better for the Church in Central China to send its
students either to East or North China for their college work.
The colleges in those regions had been able to carry on with-
out interruption. Amid the political uncertainties of the sum-
mer of 1927 no firm plans could be made for the reopening of
the schools and colleges which had been closed. Many of the
students who had been in the University the previous year, or
who would in the normal course of events have come to Hua-
chung, went either north or east to continue their university
work. The students whohad been in the Boone Divinity School
went in a body to St. John's University in Shanghai.

In September 1927 the political situation was felt to be suf-
ficiently stable to open a junior middle school in Boone, using
some of the middle school teachers in Wuchang as faculty.
Within twelve months the school had an enrollment of more
than two hundred. As the plan was to build up from the first
year of senior middle school, adding one class each year, the
first class scheduledto graduate from the senior school would
do 80 in June 1930.

At the same time the work in library-training was being
carried onunder its own name, '"Boone Library School,' under
the direction of Mr. Hu and Mr. Seng., With the return of
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Miss Mary Elizabeth Wood from the United States early in
1928, fresh enthusiasm was put into the library-training
work.

Thus during the next two years, the educational work on
Boone Compound was confined to Boone School, which was
gradually regaining its position and strength, and Boone Li-
brary School, which was hoping to develop as a strong insti-
tution of itself. Manypeople, both in Wuhan and in other parts
of China, felt that to revive Huachung University would not be
possible, Many of the members of the American Episcopal
Mission were in favor of concentrating that mission's efforts
in higher education at St. John's University in Shanghai,
Others thought that it would be easier for Christian students
to go either to the north or east for their higher education,
and that whatever resources the missions in Central China
had for higher education could best be used in co-operation
with strong institutions in other parts of the country with which
the missions already had ties,

In the mind and heart of theActing-President of Huachung,
Bishop Gilman, the hope and idea of a strong Christian col-
lege in Central China did not die. He did more than anyone
else at that time to keep alive before the public, the Chinese
government, and the future planners of Christian higher edu-
cation in China, the idea and the hope for the future position
of Huachung, He decided that all the students who had re-
mained in Huachung till the break-up of May 1927, should re-
ceive credit for the semester's work with a grade of ''D,"
and he arranged for the sending of transcripts of the records
of Huachung students and diplomas for those whowere to have
been graduated the previous June.

In the autumn of 1927, when the government announced that
all mission educational institutions should register with the
appropriate authorities, Bishop Gilman sent a letter to the
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Commissioner of Education of Hupeh, stating that because of
the political situation, Huachung was not open asa functioning
university. He further stated, however, that as soon as prac-
ticable, it was planned to reopen Huachung, and he requested
that the registration of Huachung be deferred until a later
date when the University would. be operating., Bishop Gilman
received a reply from the Commissioner of Education grant-
ing his request on behalf of Huachung. Thus was demonstrated
the official government recognition of Huachung as a univer-
sity still in existence, with the government's tacit expectation
that it might once again become a valued educational institu-
tion in Central China, This letter from the Commissioner of
Education proved of great assistance a few years later when
Huachung eventually registered with the proper government
authorities.

RELATION TO THE CORRELATED PROGRAM

N JANUARY 1928 Bishop Gilman attended the meeting of the

Council of Higher Education held in Shanghai, The purpose
of the meeting was to attempt to chart the course to be fol-
lowed by Christianhigher education in the day when registra-
tion with the government and co-operation with the government
universities would be a matter of necessity. The members
also made recommendations as to the number and scope of
the Christian colleges which were to work together in the As-
sociated Boards for Christian Colleges in China, an organiza-
tion which later grew into the United Board for Christian Col-
leges in China, There were many delegates at this meeting
prepared to recommend that there should be no work of col -
lege or university grade planned for in the Central China re-
gion, under the auspices of the Christian Church. But Bishop
Gilman kept the name of Huachung before the meeting and
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"pointed out the reasons why Huachung should be revived., As
a result, the Council of Higher Education recommended at
this meeting that Huachung University should be opened as
soon as practicable and upon a broader base than the original
plan of 1924. Thus through the efforts of Bishop Gilman,
Huachung retained its place in the picture of Christian higher
education in China — called the Correlated Program — and
was one of the colleges to join in the Associated Boards for
Christian Colleges in China.

Upon his return toWuhan from this meeting Bishop Gilman
continued with the preparations to open Huachung again. The
three units which had participated in the 1924 plan were con-
vinced that they should support Huachung, and at the same
time they were making efforts to put their middle schools in
running order again as rapidly as possible. Yale-in-China,
closed in 1927, was engaged in reopening its work in Changsha.,
In co-operationwith the missions in Hunan, Yale-in-China had
arranged to form the Yali Union Middle School on the Yale
campus, with the work of the medical school continuing in
co-operationwith the HunanGovernment. Further, the trus-
tees of Yale-in-China in New Haven stated that they were in
sympathywith the portion of the report of the Council on High-
er Education dealing with the Central China region: namely,
that Huachung should be reopened as soon as practicable upon
a broaderbasis. Mr. FrancisS, Hutchins, the representative
of the Trustees in Changsha, was authorized to be their rep-
resentative in the group which was working toward the revival
of Huachung.

The China Mission of the Reformed Church in the United
States reported that they had been authorized to send a rep-
resentative to negotiate as to the extent of their participation
in Huachung.

Bishop Gilman was at the center of all the preliminary
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negotiations in 1928, and he kept the interest in Huachung alive.
Plans to attempt reopening in 1928 were soon seen to be pre-
mature, but all plans were directed toward a reopening in Sept-
ember 1929,

M 8

s; 1 PLANS FOR REOPENING

HUS in late January, 1929, a group of men, representing

the five missions which were to form the new Huachung, met
in Bishop Gilman's house in Wuchang to make definite plans
for the reopening. At this meeting there was a general inter-
change of views as to the future scope of Huachung, with each
unit outlining its immediate contribution plus the possibilities
for its future increased contributions,

Several fundamental actions weretakenat this January 1929
meeting:
(1) Every effort should be made to reopen Huachung in Sep-
tember 1929, with Bishop Gilman as head of an Executive Com-
mittee to work out detailed plans. .
(2) The representatives of the five units were to consult with
their missions and bring back a detailed report of the number
of personnel and the amount of resources each mission would
be able to supply within a year to Huachung,
(3) The members recognized that it would be necessary to have
Huachung registered with the Ministry of Education as soon as
practicable. The representatives of the missions were asked
to take this question up with their missions and try to obtain
as soon as possible permission from each of the home boards
for the registration,
(4) Those present drew up a draft of a proposed Constitution
for Huachung which was to be referred tothe various missions.
To facilitate the eventual registration of Huachung, in drawing
up the tentative proposed Constitution full account was taken
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of the regulations of the Ministry of Education for‘pfivate in-
stitutions of university rank, so that whatever might finally
be adopted would not be in disagreement with such regulations,
(5) The members agreed to convene again in May to consider
the report of the Executive Committee in regard to the open~
ing inSeptember, They hoped that by May there would be re-
plies from the missions in reference to the proposed Consti~-

tution, so that it could also be acted upon at that time, :

The political conditions in the Central China region had
been improving steadily through 1928 and the early part of
1929. All over Central China one felt the dawning of a new
and better day with the government growing stronger and plan-
ning to build for the future, The Reconstruction Bureau, one
of the most important bureaus of the provincial government,
was initiating a long-range program of reconstruction in both
the cities and the country. Most ofthe bricks had been stripped
off the face of the Wuchang city wall for the construction of
army barracks and other needed public buildings. The dire
predictions of several years earlier that the former British
Concession area in Hankow would go to rack and ruin as soon
as the Chinese participated in its management proved ground-
less; the new Council, composed of British and Chinese mem-
bers under a capable Chinese administrator, was making im-
provements inthat area which were long overdue. Plans
were being laid for the amal8amation of the government
the entire Wuhan area under one administration, A wide road
along the water front on either side of the river was being
built in connection with the widening of other streets,

In the field of higher education, Wuhan was developing a
program intended to bring the area back to the pre-eminent
position it had held when it was the center of the examination
system for Hukwang, The Higher Normal College and the
Foreign Language School in Wuchang were joined together to
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form the National Wuhan University. At the moment, this
new university was housed in old inadequate quarters in the
city of Wuchang, but the men of vision who headed it up had
large plans for building a first-class university; they had just
secured a large tract of land, about four miles from the city
of Wuchang on hills overlooking the East Lake, upon which to
build a university to house at first one to two thousand stu-
dents. Construction onthe new site was starting in the spring
of 1929, with evidence that the government was U
plan in both resources and men, This university was to grow
rapidly and soon became a first-class institution, The or-
ganizers of the second Huachung realized that if Huachung
was to have a respected place in the educational world of the
new Wuhan Center, it would haveto stress quality rather than
quantity, because the five cooperating missions could not
compete in resources with the funds which the government
had ready to put into the National Wuhan University.

At the same time the government educational authorities
seemed friendly and were readyto cooperate with the mission
schools. Alreadysome of the mission schools at the second-
ary level in the Central China region had registered with the
provincial bureau of educationand were getting along well de-
spite the predictions of some of the '"old guard' that registra-
tion would mean the end of all Christian influence in the
schools. Compulsory chapel attendance and compulsory re-
ligious education would have been a thing of the past whether
the schools had registered or not., Voluntary attendance at
chapel services and in classes of religious educationwashold-
ing up well, The government authorities interfered little with
the work of the school, On the other hand, the students of
the newly-registered schools had a sense of belonging to China
and to the Chinese educational system rather than of attend-
ing a semi-foreign institution. The graduation certificates of
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mission-school students were being stamped by the provincial
Bureau of Education.

This, then, was the background which the representatives
of the five missions had to take into consideration when they
met in May 1929 to complete plans for the reopening of Hua-
chung. They brought with them not only the approval of their
home boards to join in Huachung, but they also came with the
authority to make definite commitments for their missions.

The first business of the meeting was the election of a
president of Huachung., Bishop Gilman had formerly stated
that he would serve as Acting-President only, anticipating the
election of a Chinesepresident. The representatives felt that
with the rebirth of Huachung, a new administration should take
over, and they quickly and unanimously elected Dr. F. C. M.
Wei President of Huachung for a five-year term. At the end
of the five years, Dr. Wei's term of office was to be extended
by the Board of Directors, and he was to serve as President
of Huachung as long as it remained a Christian private insti-
tution. At that time (May 1929) Dr. Wei was still in England
completing his work at the London School of Economics for
his doctor's degree, which he received before he returned to
China, During his two years abroad, mainly in England, he
had been one of the representatives from China at the Inter-
national Missionary Conference in Jerusalem and he spent
some time on the Continent during the summers.,

FIVE MISSIONS PLEDGE PERSONNEL

T THIS May, 1929, meeting the representatives of the
five missions made a pledge on behalf of their respective
missions as to the definite number of faculty members which
each mission would support; Yale-in-China, six; the English
Methodist Mission (formerly the Wesleyan Methodist Mission),
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three; the China Mission of the Reformed Church in the United
States, four; the London Missionary Society, two; the Ameri-
can Episcopal Mission, ten. Further, Yale-in-China prom-
ised to make an annual grant for the purchase of science
equipment to build up a science school adequate for a small
college, The American Episcopal Mission offered the use of
the western portion of Boone Compound under the same condi-
tions as it had been used by the first Huachung in 1924-1927,
This mission also stated that it would try as soon as possible
to develop the Boone Library into a proper college library.

At this meeting there was again a long discussion about
the site of Huachung, but again the representatives decided
that for thetime being atleast the wisest course was to accept
the offer of the western portion of Boone. At this time, how=-
ever, no action was taken to the effect that Boone Compound
was to remain the permanentlecation of Huachung or that Hua-
chung would necessarily stay in the Wuhan area, This ques-
tion of site was raised again and again at many meetings of
the Board of Directors for years to come. In spite of all the
discussion and the hope expressed by many of erecting a new
Huachung plant by itself on larger ground somewhere outside
the city, Huachung (except for the years of exile) remained
upon the site temporarily approved in May 1929, but gradually
it made plans for a much-needed improvement and expansion
of the original plant.

Bishop Gilman was authorized to remain as the Acting-
President of Huachung until the expected return of Dr., Wei
from England the following September. He was further au-
thorized to confer with the various missions in order to co-
ordinate the personnel from each, and thus ensure as far as
possible a well-rounded staff for September. He was to ad-
vertise the reopening of Huachung and carry on correspond-
ence with prospective students.
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It was at this May meeting that Bishop Gilman expressed
his view that instead of calling Huachung Central China '"Uni-
versity" in English, the name should be Central China "Col-
legel.!' His argument for this change was that since the pro-
posed scope of Huachung was much the same as that of a lib-
eral arts college inthe United States, it would be wiser to
call Huachung a college because when interested friends in
America were appealed to for support, they would understand
its scope better than if it was called a university, The meet-
ing voted that the English name should be Central China Col-
lege, or its Chinese equivalent of Huachung College, and this
remained its official title until altered by the Board of Found-
ers in 1946,

PLANS FOR HOSTELS' ..

“
E
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\'T THIS same meeting the representatives decided that

the ultimate enrolment of Huachung should be two hundred
and forty, with the expectation that about one-third would be
women students. Since no one of the co-operating units had
indicated that it was prepared to provide and support a hostel
for women students, the meeting therefore provided that the
hostel for women students was tobe a college hostel under the
general direction of a committee to be appointed by the Board
of Directors of the College, with a Dean of Women, appointed
by the President and confirmed by the Senate of the College,
as executive officer in charge of the hostel. The name of this
women's hostel was to be Yen Muh Shih’ (mother of Yen) in
honor of the mother of the family who had given the money.
The Yen family had turned over to the American Episcopal
Mission a sum of money to provide hostel accommodations
for women students. At firstthe college planned to use even-
tually the money from the Yens tobuild residences to replace
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the large double residence taken for the hostel, but after a
short time it was discovered that the money would have to be
used to make extensive alterations in the double residence if
it was going to be suitable for a women's hostel, and the
money was 80 used, .

Those at this meeting further agreed that any one of the
co-operating units would be free to provide a hostel for stu-
dents from its schools, and to provide religious instructions
and worship as it might see fit in the hostel, with the heads
of such hostels to be appointed by the mis concerned,
subject to confirmation by the College Senate. Actually, in
1929, the American Episcopal Mission opened Ingle Hall as
a hostel for men and was ready to admit any men students
who could not find accommodation elsewhere, The two English
missions were prepared to open Poyu Hostel as soon as the
new Huachung should have enough students to require more
than one hostel for men.

The representatives at the meeting provided for the ulti-
mate formation of a Board of Directors for Huachung with
representation on the board determined in proportion to the
amount of contribution in personnel, equipment, buildings,
grounds, and financial resources made by each unit.

They also recommended that steps for the registration of
Huachung with the Ministry of Education should be taken as
soon as the consent of the five home boards had been obtained
and Huachung had fulfilled the regulations of the Ministry of
Education for registration. Pendingthe registration of Hua-
chung with the Ministry of Education (once registration had
been completed, degrees would be granted under the authority
of the Ministry), they also provided that the faculty of Hua-
chung would recommend its graduates for degrees to any one
of the co-operating units which held charters and would be
willing to confer degrees.
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The members further agreed that the graduates of college
grade of a college supported by any one of the co-operating
units would be considered alumni of Huachung just as if they
had graduated from Huachung, Also, when Huachung was re-
gistered with the Ministry of Education, every effort would be
made to see that degrees granted by the co-operating units
prior to 1929 would be recognized by the Ministry,

Theproposed scope for the new Huachung was considerably
more limited and more realistic than the schemes proposed
in the early twenties, as the work was to be limited tothe
field of the Liberal Arts, Science, and Education, with a max-
imum enrollment of two hundred forty, a figure which the
meeting hoped to attain within four or five years.
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RE-ESTABLISHMENT, 1929 TO 1933

N SEPTEMBER, 1929, a group of seventeen teachers and
thirty-one students met onthe western end of Boone Com
pound in Wuchangto startthe new Huachung, The group was

“smaller than that of the first Huachung five years earlier, but

this second group was more representative in that it had fac-

ulty members and students from all five of the co-operating
units. The first Huachung had opened in the midst of the agi-
tation against mission schools of the mid-twenties, at a time
when the standards of higher education in the government col -
leges in the Central China region were low, with few points
of contact between Huachung and the government schools. In

1929, Huachung was re-commencing at a time when Wuhan

University was beginning to develop as a first-class univer-

sity, when China was pulling itself together after the uncer-

tainties of the preceding years, with both the government and
the mission authorities hoping Huachung could be fully regis-
tered withthe government inthe not-too-distant future. Every-
one connected with Huachung that autumn realized that the col-
lege must emphasize quality, concentrating in a relatively
limited field, rather than quantity if the college was to have

a respected place in Wuhan beside a large first-class govern-

ment university.

At the head of the college was Dr. Francis C. M. Wei,
serving with wisdom and untiring effort as President as long
as Huachung remained a Christian enterprise, and building it
into an outstanding institution of higher education in Central
China. The President, a scholar of the first rank, could be
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very intolerant of mediocre work and always placed emphasis
upon quality rather than quantity. Some of his critics went
so far as to say that he overemphasized the matter of quality
and thus slowed down the growth of Huachung over the next
few years. Ay

In that first faculty group, the senior. in term of service in
China was Dr, Arthur M. Sherman, who returned to China as
head of the Boone unit in Huachung, to teach religion, and to
build up again the theological training which had been carried
on in the Boone Divinity School prior to 1927. Dr, Sherman
remained with the second Huachung for only one year in China,
but his influence and assistance lasted far longer. In the
United States, as amember of the Board of Founders for many
years, and as President of the Board for a large part of that
time, he never lost his interest in Huachung and did “later
foster the interest of others in it,

Miss Mary Elizabeth Wood, still the power in Boone Library
School, was a member of the faculty for one somewhat stormy
year, while the Library School remained a part of Huachung.

Mr, Samuel T. Y. Seng, University Librarian in the first
Huachung, was to serve as college librarian during the pre-
war years, at the sametime serving as Director of the Boone
Library School,

The Physical Education Director of the first Huachung,
Mr. J. Earl Fowler, returned to the same position in 1929,
and remained with the College til1 1932. A decade later, when
he was Associate Foreign Secretary of the Domestic and For-
eign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
he was also a member of the Board of Founders and served as
its secretary; later he was chairman of the Huachung Com-~
mittee of the United Board after Dr. Sherman's resignation,
He was one of the best friends Huachung had in the United
States,
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Mr. R. S. Underwood, who had taught English in Boone
and Huachung 1923-1925, returned to teach in the English de-
partment for two years.

Mr. John L. Coe, Assistant Treasurer in the first Hua-
chung, again joined the College to teach mathematics and be
Assistant Treasurer. In 1931 he was elected Treasurer and
served in that capacity, and in the Mathematics department,
until January, 1951.

In September, 1929, the Wesleyan Methodist Mission was
able to send only one representative, the Rev. S. H. Dixon,
a most foytunate appointment as he had been one of the mem-
bers of the early planning committee of Huachung. Mr, Dixon
was to give the department of History a good foundation and
to fill the post of Dean of the Faculty for two years until the
health of his family made his return to England necessary.
Not only was his wise counsel of great help in framing the
early plans for the curriculum of the College, but after his
return home he remained a staunch friend of Huachung.

From the London Missionary Society came Miss Margaret
Bleakley, who had been in China since 1916, to teach English.
She was to serve both as head of the English department (or
department of Foreign Languages as it was later called) and
as Registrar of Huachung until her retirement in 1950.

The second appointee from the London Missiondry Society,
Mr. David F. Anderson, who with Mrs. Anderson arrived in
China in December 1929, joined Huachung inSeptember, 1930,
after spending the previous six months in the language school
in Peiping. Hetaught Education, directedthe Practice School
for the School of Education, had a large part in the develop-
ment of the Huachung choir, and served as secretary of the
Chapel Committee for many years until early in 1951, Mrs.
Anderson for a number of years taught in the English depart-
ment and then devoted much effort to developing the vocal work

o4 | |
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of the department of Music.

From the China Mission of the Reformed Church in the
United States came Dr, and Mrs. Paul V. Taylor., He was to
serve as Professor of Education and as Dean of the General
Faculty for a number of years. After the war until 1950 Dr.
Taylor acted as superintendent in charge of the rehabilitation
and development of grounds and buildings.

Yale-in-China sent three men to start the work in science:
Mr, Sidney Hsiao (who had entered Huachung in 1924 as one
of the first students from the Wesleyan Mission), in biology;
Mr. S. C., Tao, a graduate of Yale~in-China in 1926, in phy-
sics; and Mr. Wang in chemistry., At the same time Yale-in-
China made a grant of US$6,000. toward the purchase of equip-
ment for the School of Science. These three men were to lay
the foundations of what soonbecamethe strongest part of Hua-
chung during the first decade of its existence, the School of
Science,

Miss Mary Kwei, Dean of Women and Warden of Yen Hostel,
was upon independent support. She remained with Huachung
during the next five years.,

Three teachers of library subjects, supported by a grant
from the China Foundation, were also members of the faculty
for one year. ‘

This faculty assembled in September, 1929 was to lay the
foundations for the academic traditions of Huachung under the
leadership of Dr. Wei. Some members of this original group,
together with others who joined Huachung within the next few
years, were to be the administrators and educational leaders
of Huachung over the nexttwo decades. . All of the administra-
tive officers carried a certain amount of teaching in addition
to their administrative duties,

The student body which gathered in Wuchang in September,
1929, totaled thirty-one students, fourteen of them women,
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They were made up as follows: three subfreshmen, twelve

freshmen, six sophomores, and ten seniors (who were-all stu- .. .

dents in the Library School). Twenty-one were Christians,
and twenty-six had studied in our Christian schoools.

the students had been with Huachung before 1927, Thus from
the beginning Huachung carried with it the tradition that the
bulk of its student body was Christian or had been trained in
Christian schools. Many people predictedthat Huachung would
never amount to much with such a small start, but the admin-
istration was fully aware that the political disturbances of the
late twenties had been such that the number of middle-school
graduates in the Central China region who were ready to enter
Huachung was inevitably small. The administration further
took into account that at least five years would have to pass
before Huachung would reach its full enrollment of two hundred
forty students.

The new faculty promptly organized itself in September,
1929, by electing the Rev. S. H. Dixon, Dean; and Miss Mar-
garet Bleakley, Registrar. The Collegedecided to concentrate
on the departments of Chinese, English, History, Economics,
Philosophy, and Religion, in the Arts; in Biology, Chemistry,
and Physics in theSciences, with a minor department of Mathe-
matics to supply the work needed in the other Science depart-
ments; and on courses ineducation, The early work in music,
started by Mrs. Paul V, Taylor, became an important part of
the work in education. No formal division of the College into
the three schools of Arts, Science, and Education was made
at this time, but before the registration of Huachung was com-
pletedtwo years later, the three schools had been established.

A tentative curriculum, adopted in 1929, was intensively
worked over during the next two years. Standards were set
high, The plan of study- wasformulated with the first two years
to be of a general nature. At the end of his second year the
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student was to take an intermediate examination, covering
work in his major and minor field, plus an examination in
English and Chinese to be sure the student had sufficient pro-
ficiency in both these languages to read and express himself
in his more advancedwork, The last two years of the College
course were to be spent to a large extent in specialization in
one department with a final comprehensive examination and a
thesis to be submitted at the end of the senior year. Since the
student body inSeptember 1929 was composed mainly of fresh-
men and sophomores, the faculty were able to give more time
to working out these plans in detail., In 1932 the first students
were graduated from Huachung under the proposed plan,

. AIMS AND MOTIVATIONS

N
&

[HE AIMS and motivations of Huachung during those early
years are best expressed by a statement made by Dr. Wei
in the fall of 1929 and published in the January, 1930, issue
of the '"Hankow Newsletter" in an article written by him on
Central China College,'
'"We consider it a very important part of our policy that
our work here in the College be closely linked up with the
Christian movement in this country. China is at the cross-
roads in more than one sense, and we have the vision of
the graduates from Central China College taking an active
part in guiding the nation to its proper goal, Those of us
who believe that Christianity is the salvation of China wish
to see our students educated in an atmosphere which is
thoroughly Christian, It is our belief the Christian Church
in China must look to the Christian colleges in this country
for the leaders she needs; leaders who understand the very
perplexing and complicated problems which both the Church
and Nation will surely have to face during the next genera-
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tion or two, while the fate of this great country is being
determined, and leaders who are of the conviction that
nothing great can be accomplished unless the foundation is
strongly built on great personalities.
'"We have much to learn these days from Europe and A-
merica, but there is at the same time much in Western
countries which we must avoid. There are approximately
two thousand four hundred Chinese students in the United
States, some eight hundred in France, three hundred in
Germany, and a hundred and fifty to two hundred in Great
Britain, Anyone who has lived among these students a-
broad in any of the great centers, such as New York, Lon-
don, Berlin, and Paris, realizes how feeble our chance is
of getting students who are trained entirely abroad. Most
of them have little opportunity to .observe and understand
the culture of the people among whom they are sojourners
for two, three, or five years. Particularly in Continental
Europe, they are hardly in touch with the Christian forces
of the country inwhich they find themselves, Consequently,
they carry away from the West and back to their own coun-
try an idea of Western civilization which is sometimes
grotesque. If the Christian Church is to have its Christian
leadership, thatleadership hasto betrained at home. Post-
graduate study is valuable, but the ground work must be
" laid in an atmosphere that is thoroughly Chinese and thor-
oughly Christian,
"Recently, no problem in the Chinese Church has received
more attention than that of the devolution of responsibility
for Christian work., This problem has made our need of
Christian leadership more acute. Leaders do not grow up
overnight like mushrooms. They have to be trained with
foresight and patience, The Central China College is here
to help the Church do its work. We emphasize, therefore,
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not only academic work of highest possible standard, but
alsothe training of character to meet the needs of the Church
and the Nation during the critical period through which we
are passing, Our educationhere is for the Church, as well
as by the Church, It is our hope that we may understand
more and more the needs of the Christian Church in China,
so that we may help to promote the cause for which we
exist."

; "' *u . LIBRARY TRAINING

b
{
4
A
§
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il IN THE OUTLINE of the proposed courses for the School of
i Arts, there has been no mention of the library-training,
and here we shall go into some detail as to the difficulties
which were encountered in the attempt to work out a program
of library-training within the framework of Huachung,

Miss Mary Elizabeth Wood first went to China in 1899 to
keep house for her brother. Shortly after herarrival in China
she taught some courses in English in Boone School, She saw
the lack of books for reading aside from the text books and
soon started on a program of developing a library at the
School. Mainlythrough her efforts a small library was started
which in 1909 became the Boone Library with a building
erected to house the library shortly thereafter, (This build-
ing was later enlarged to include a large assembly room on
the top floor.) Then Miss Wood arranged for two Boone Uni-
versity graduates, Mr. Samuel T. Y. Seng and Mr. Thomas
C. 8. Hu, who were interested in library work, to go to the
United States to study library-training, After their return
she began the course of library-training in Boone University
with their assistance, In the early twenties this proved to be
one of the morepopular courses at Boone. There were grad-
uated a number of capable men who were to head up libraries
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in different parts of China.

In 1922 and 1923 Miss Wood became very much interested
in the question of the return of the final portion of the Boxer
Indemnity from the United States to China., She wrote to a
number of influential people inthe United States about the mat-
ter, and was granted special leave in the fall of 1923 to go to
Washington to push the matter with Congress. She personally
saw a great many of the members of Congress, and was
greatly pleased when Congress passed the bill returning the
last portion of the Boxer Indemnity to China, to be used for
educational and cultural purposes. The China Foundation,
which was set uptoadminister these funds, realized that Miss
Wood had been of great help in informing members of Con-
gress about the importance of the bill. Thus, the China Found-
ation, as long as it had funds at its disposal, made an annual
grant for library-training to Boone Library School. The
first of these grants came in 1926 when Mr. Thomas C, S.
Hu was head of the library-training work.

The plan of the library-training administrators was to
train two categories of library workers: one for those who
took a full college course and would be eligible for a degree
at the end of four years; and the other for those who would
take only a two-year course fitting them to become assistants
in libraries, The question of how these two categories of
students would fit into the College picture was already loom-
ing up in 1926, as many of the special students being taken in
for library-training did not seem to fulfill all of the standards
required of the regular ollege students. The political trou-
bles of 1927 arrived before this problem was solved.

The library-training continued through the period when
Huachung was closed, The administrators in library-train-
ing had been able to carry on with the expectation that when
Huachung was able to reopen, the Library School would be a
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part of it, By September, 1929, the library-training sec-
tion had a number of students, some taking the short course
and some the long course. When Huachung reopened in Sept-
ember, 1929, ten of these library-training students were
tentatively classified as seniors, but the status of the remain-
der, in regard to their college standing, was not settled at
that time. Also, the men students from the Library School
lived in Poyu Hostel, while the other men students of Huachung
lived in Ingle Hall. The women students from the Library
School lived in Yen Hostel with the other women students of
Huachung. So for its first year, all the senior students of the
College were from the Library School. All faculty members
of the Library School were counted as members of the Hua-
chung faculty, and as such were entitled to attend all faculty
meetings. During the year 1929-30, a number of disagree-
ments arose as to the matter of discipline of the students, the
scope of the curriculum, and the relationship between the head
of the Library School and the administration of Huachung,

An understanding was reached as far as the question of
granting degrees to the senior class was concerned. The
faculty agreed that any of the ten seniors who satisifed the
Huachung requirements for a degree would be recommended
to one of the co-operating units which could grant degrees.
As a result, three members of the graduating class (who were
graduates of Boone School and who had entered Huachung in
1926), having fulfilled all the requirements laid down by the
faculty, were recommended by the Huachung faculty to Boone
University for degrees, and these were duly conferred. Two
women members of the senior class, who had carried out all
the academic requirements but had failed to complete the re-
quirement inphysical education as prescribed by the Huachung
faculty, were not recommended for degrees. (Finally in 1949
Huachung did grant degrees to these two women.) The other
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five members of the senior class who had not fulfilled the
academic requirements were not considered for degrees.

Late in June, 1930, the Faculty and Senate of Huachung
College passed a resolution that either the Boone Library
School should become a part of the College under the adminis- ~
tration of the President, Senate, and Faculty, as any other
school or department of the College, or that Boone Library
School should become an institution separate and independent
of Huachung College.

The situation was complicated by the fact that during the
year Miss Wood's health had become very poor. Friends
feared that if great pressure were put onthe Library School
to merge with Huachung, her agitation might bring on a fatal
heart attack, and thus cause many of the adherents of the
Library School to proclaim her a martyr, Before the open-
ing of College in September, 1930, the authorities of the A-
merican Episcopal Mission and the Boone Library School had
decided that the Library School should "go it alone." The Li-
brary School felt confident that it would be able to follow this
procedure as it was sure of considerable support from the
China Foundation and other sources, most of which had been
found originally by Miss Wood. Miss Wood died in the spring
of 1931; Mr. Sengalways felt she gave him her dying command
that under no circumstances were any of the resources which
she had helped gather together for the Boone Library School
to be used by Huachung College.

Consequently, the arrangements in the fall of 1930 were
that the Boone Library School was to have the use of the class~
rooms in the Library building for its classes and the Library
for its practice work., The Library School secured property
near at hand to house its students., Thus instead of two insti-
tutions on Boone Compound as in 1929, there were now three.
Mr. Seng retained his position as College Librarian until the
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war years when the LibrarySchool moved to Chungking. One
real effort toward reunion of the two institutions in 1937 failed.

' During the war years the two institutions drifted still fur-
ther apart with the Library School returning to Wuchang six
months after Huachung did, Lengthy negotiations for reunion
were taken up again in 1947 and dragged on into 1950 without
a final decision. This division in 1930 was tragic as it cut
off from Huachung a school, which at that time seemed to be
its strongest, and deprived the College of a considerable a-
mount of support which otherwise would have come to the
united institutions, But such are the results of the clash of
strong personalities.

b BEGINNING OF COLLEGE TRADITIONS

SIDE from the difficulties with the Library School, the

first year of the new Huachung was a peaceful one of very
considerable progress. A beginning was made in some of the
traditions which marked Huachung in the years to come.
Twice a year the faculty would appear in academic gowns, on
Matriculation and Founders Day — the first of November —
and on Commencement Day in June, Dr, Wei in the scarlet
cap and gown of the University of London added a note of color
to the academic procession. Founders Day, when the new
students were formally taken into the College, was considered
more of a family day with the College, as the speaker was
usually a member of the faculty. Inthe early years the new
students went forward one-by-one to sign the Matriculation
Book, but in later years, after the entering class was several
times the size of the entire student body in 1929, two fresh-
man representatives would go forward and sign the book dur-
ing the ceremony, and the remainder of the class signed later
in the Registrar's office., Frequently a College dinner fol-
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lowed the ceremony.

The custom was also initiated of the entire student body
and faculty enjoying a meal together about once a month with
the first occasion of the academic year taking place on the
Tenth of October, China's Independence Day.

As had beenarrangedby thetemporary Board of Directors,
a clear division was laid down between College affairs and
hostel affairs. The rules of the hostel were drawn up either
by the head of the hostel and his advisers, or in the case of
Yen Hostel by the Yen Hostel committee, and submitted to
the Senate for approval. The fees for room and board were
collected by the College business office, but were kept in
separate bank accounts, subject to the control of the heads of
the hostels (who were called ''wardens'' of the hostels.) Dur-
ing the first year, the hostel heads managed the boarding ar-
rangements themselves, but duringthe second year, 1930-31,
the system of committees of men and women students was in-
augurated to take charge of the details of the boarding ar-
rangements. A faculty member was appointed by the Senate
to advise the boarding committee, with the board money col-
lected by the college business office -and paid out on order of
the proper officer of the committee. Theboarding committees
were expected to supervise the hiring and firing of the cooks,
to arrange with the cooks for the purchase of food, and to pass
on to the cooks complaints about the food - if any. If the a-
mount collected for board at the beginning of the semester
was not sufficient, the committee had to levy an additional
charge on the student body; and if there was a slight surplus .
the students usually ate it up by ordering better food toward
the end of thesemester. Huachung always followed this system
for the students' board, since upon the whole it worked well.
It certainly saved the College administration from bemg blamed
for poor food!

&
it
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During this first year a start was made by Huachung to help
directly the Church and the Christian schools in the Central
China region, A seminar in religion was organized under the
direction of the members of the faculty who were trained in
this line, This seminar, attended by a group of nineteen to
thirty-five Church leaders in the Wuhan area, met regularly
throughout the winter and early spring.

A theological review school, for the clergy of the Chung
Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Chinese Episcopal Church), was held in
May, 1930, with an attendance of thirty-seven.

The attendance by the College students on a voluntary basis
at the daily morning Chapel held up well during the year. No
attempt was made to hold a regular Sunday morning service
as the students were encouraged to attend the churches of their
choice in the city.

During the first part of July 1930 a summer institute for
the Central China Christian Educational Association was held
on the campus with an attendance of twenty-three women and
nineteen men, The faculty of the institute were mainly from
outside, but Dr, Wei gave one course, and Miss Mary Kwei
opened Yen Hostel for the women students, As the Christian
leaders and educators gathered on the campus, they could see
at close range the work Huachung was doing and how the Col-
lege could help the Church and the schools,

' The first conferring of degrees since 1927 was held on June
9, 1930. A total of elevendegrees was granted by Boone Uni-
versity for Huachung at that time., Eight went to members of
the class of 1928 who had gone on and completed their work in
other colleges after the closing in 1927, and three went to
members of the class of 1930 who had not only completed their
work in the Library School but had also fulfilled the Huachung
requirements., The new Huachunghad thus successfully com-
pleted its first academic year,
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-. SECOND YEAR OF THE NEW HUACHUNG

f ITH the completion of the first year of the second Hua~-

. chung some pessimists still wondered if there would be

a second year., The political situation which had appeared
fairly stable in the fall of 1929 had again turned uncertain.
The Communist armies captured Changsha, held it fora peri-
od, and threatened the Wuhan Center during the summer of
1930, For some time no one knew whether or not political
considerations would permit the College's opening in Septem-
ber. The difficulties with the Boone Library School received
anundue amount of publicity, Tothe casual observer it looked
as if the school with the most popular support and prestige
had pulled out of Huachung, leaving not too much behind.

The answer to these doubters came in early September,
1930, when Huachung opened with an enrollment of forty-four
students, thirty inthe entering class. Among the new stu-
dents were the first graduates since 1927 from the Christian
middle schools in the Central China region, and they gave an
improved tone to the academic side of the College.

Among the faculty several changes had occurred. Dr.
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